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to all concerned. I shall, therefore, vote for the | 
amendment of the Senator frum Illinois. ; 

Mr. BUTLER. I think it is a very high duty | 
on this body, to send back the bill with the amend- 


ment proposed by the House; that is to repeal the 
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| 


| 


|| only way in which we can effect that purpose, 


| and repeal the bill which has erroneously passed | 


original law entirely, and leave the House with a || 


blank sheet of paper, so far as regards legislation 
for this Territory on this subject. [ understand, 
as the original bill was passed by the House and 
came to the Senate, it came with the word ‘ or” | 
in it, forbidding an incipient company to have a | 
franchise; but the word §* and,’’ insome way, has || 
found its way into the law—a word that gives an 
entirely different interpretation to it. The differ- | 
ence between **and”’ and ‘* or,”’ in the connection | 


|| adopted, and the repeal effected, I shall be per- || 


ty rer Then it will be in the power of the 


in which the alteration is made, is to prohibit a 


franchise or give one. I think we are bound to 


i 


send this proposition back to the House in the || 


terms that they ask; and, therefore, 1 shall vote || 


against all amendments, and accept the proposi- 
tion which has come from the House. 
Mr.BENJAMIN. Wecannot put things back 
exactly as os were. 
Senator from Illinois will not do it, and the reason 
is this: The bill, as it originally passed, provided 
thatthe grant might inure to a company consti- 
tuted ‘or’? organized. There was no company 
then constituted ‘* and ”’ organized, and, therefore, 
the word ** and ’’ was stricken out and ‘‘ or ’’ in- 


serted, so as to enable the grant to inure toa com- ‘| 


any then constituted, but not yet organized. | 
Since that period a company has been organized. | 
[tisnow a company constituted and organized, | 
and if you repass the bill, even as it originally | 
passed the House, you carry out the very object 
that was had in view by those who made this | 
alteration. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Allow me to call the atten- | 
tion of the Senator from Louisiana to the fact that 
he has misconstrued the bill as it passed the 
House. The bill, as it passed the toate, con- 
tained a provision that the lands should not inure | 
toany company ‘* heretofore constituted and or- 
ganized.” The change which was made was 
to substitute **and’’ for *‘ or’’ so that the land 
should not inure to any company heretofore con- | 
stituted and’? organized. Now, I propose to 
= it in the precise language of the original 





The amendment of the || : t 
'| always something that is not right. 


|| here that the character of legislation in this in- 


|| gentlemen are conscious of the fact, it does carry 
| with it something of the aspect of vindictiveness; 


| original bill precisely as the House passed it, and 





|| factory to the House, and so far as coercion may | 


} 
| 
} 
| 


| 


| ask? The House pagged the bill originally. We 
| Know very well that it is difficult to 
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conditional repeal; and I believe, though I will | 
not give my reasons for that belief, since [| do not | 
think it would be parliamentary, that this is the 


into law. After this amendment shall have been 
fectly willing to vote for the bill of the Senator 
from Illinois, if he will present it as an independent | 


ouse to do what they think proper. I think, 
by departing from that plan, you will, in effect, | 
though not in form and intention, sanction the | 
wrong which has been committed, and, therefore, 
make the evil double. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is evident to every one 
stance has assumed somewhat an aspect of vin- 
dictiveness. There has been irritation gotten up || 
on this subject; and though | have no idea that | 





and whenever that is the case, there is. almost || 


The Senator from Illinois proposes to enact the 


as they declarethey meant. What more can they 
t such bills 
through that House. If we send this’ proposition 
back without amending it in the manner in which 
the Senator from Illinois proposes, and if we after- | 
wards send a bill making a grant of land, wesend || 
it to its certain death. fs it right to act upon the 
interests of a people living at a distance in this 
manner, when they have no representative on this | 
floor, and when we must see the result to which | 
it willlead? Why notdo what ought to be satis- | 
be considered to be used in it, use the coercion 
which is necessary; that is to say, exercise our 
proper rights here to pass the bill as the House 
originally passed it. hat more can they ask, | 
or what more ought to be done? I cannot see. 
that more ought to be demanded or expected in | 
justice. It is proposed to pass the bill precisely | 





as the House originally passed it, and as they | 


| 


| declare they meant. 


When we do that, assuredly 


ouse bill, so that it shall read that the land shail || it ought to be sufficient. 1 hope the amendment | 


not inure to any company heretofore constituted | 
or organized. As the company to which the Sen- | 
ator alludes is both constituted and organized, | 
it certainly cannot take, in any event, under this 


grant. Under the grant I propose by my amend- || comity to the s. I 
ment, no company heretofore constituted or or- || the House of Representatives that this mistake 


ganized can take the land, and it leaves it to a 

future Legislature of the Territory of Minnesota | 
to provide what disposition shall be made of the | 
grant, and all companies are cut off. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Will the Senator put in | 
“future Legislature.”’ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will, with pleasure. 
modify it in the third section. 

Mr. CHASE. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Illinois the expediency of withdrawing this 
proposition as an amendment, and passing it as a 
separate bill after having concurred in the action 
ofthe House. The House has already taken that 
action, in vindication of its honor, and in vindi- 
cation of the legislation of the country, which it 
deemed ina? Anything less than concurrence | 
with the House in that action would hardly be | 
that courtesy which is due from one branch of the 
Legislature to the other. While there is no Sena- 
tor who desires to deprive the Territory of Min- 
nesota of the grant of land, many Senators will 
be constrained, both from their original principles” 
in respect to these grants, and also from their def- 
erence to the House, to vote against this proposi- | 
on as an amendment, though they would cheer- | 
fully consent to allow the Senate to take it up and | 
pass it as an independent proposition. 

Mr. PEARCE. I do not think I shall be able | 
to agree with the Senator from Illinois. 1 think | 
there is, without being able to say what the 
cause for it is, a stain on our legislation. I feel | 


j 
| 
| 


| 
} 





I so | more extreme remedy; and if we are to act upon it | 
| at all, it seems to me itshould be to allow the | 
House, with our coéperation, to vindicate its own | 


| 


of the Senator from Illinois will prevail. 
Mr. SEWARD. It seems to me, Mr. Presi- | 
dent, that if we are under any obligation to act 
upon this subject at all, itis on the ground of 
Bouse of Representatives. 


has occurred; it is the House of Representatives 
that seeks to correct the mistake. The committee 
of the House has reported that no one is in fault, | 
and it has reported one remedy as sufficient to | 
vindicate the House. The House has dissented || 
from its committee, and has adopted another and || 


integrity, and the integrity of its records; and if 
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|| the Minnesota bill seems to be the on! 


| back to us. 


| 


It is in 
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The Senate passed the Minnesota railroad bill, 
and passed a great many other railroad bills; but 
one which 
received any favor in the House of Representa- 
tives. Now, if, in the present state of this affair, 
we are disposed to send back the Mianesota rail- 
road bill to the House, | know of no reason why 
we should not send back to them other railroad 
bills which we have passed. Two or three have 
been passed for the benefit of my State; one or 
two for the benefit of your State, Mr. President, 
[Mr. Waxkxer in the chair,] some for the ben- 
efit of the State of my friend from Louisiana; and 
some for the benefit of other States. I know not, 
sir, what view you and other gentlemen may take 
of this subject; but | know of no reason which 
should induce me to vote for a railroad for Min- 
nesota which should not be equally binding upon 
me to vote for a railroad bill in Mississippi, Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, in Michigan, or in other States 
of the Union. Why this Territory should be se- 
lected out as the pet child of the nation, | am 
unable to understand. Now, when we have the 
whole matter in our own hands, I, for one, am for 
defeating this whole proposition, or else for in- 
ducing the House to take up the remainder of our 
railroad bills and pass them. They have thought 
proper to repeal the Minnesota bill; and send it 
The Senator from Illinois proposes 
to reinstate the original Minnesota bill, by way of 
amendment to that a¢t of repeal; and if that be 
done, | am disposed to put ary Mississippi rail- 
road bills in the same act, as amendments, and 
send them to the House of Representatives, and 
say to them ‘let the Minnesota railroad bill stand 
as it is, or we will do nothing.” 

If, however, as I said in the outset, it be the 
temper of the Senate to concur with the Housein 
the repeal of the Minnesota bill, and then to adopt 
the views of the Senator from Ohio, and reénact 
the Minnesota bill afterwards, as a separate meas- 
ure, I, for one, will stand aloof. I shall not, how- 
ever, consent to see the Minnesota bill passed a 
second time through the Senate, and go to the 
House, giving favors to that Territory, to the ex- 
clusion of all the land States in the Union. I 
know of no reason why my State, and hglf a 
dozen other land States, should not receive, at the 
hands of the Government, favors at least equal to 
that which you give to the Territory of Minne- 
sota. With that view I give notice to the Senate 


| now, that when it shall be in order, I mean to 


move my Mississippi land bill as an amendment 
to the proposition of the Senator from Illinois. 
Mr. WELLER. I sincerely hope we may be 
able to obtain a vote now. Every Senator here 
must be ready to vote upon the question. If the 
amendment proposed by the Senasor from Illinois 
be adopted, the effect will be to make that the law 
of the land, which neither branch of Congress 
ever intended should becomea law. That willbe 
the inevitable effect, whether the Senator from Illi- 
nois desires it or not. Such, in my judgment, 
must be the effect. There will be no great public 
lose in postponing this question till the next ses- 


80, they are to be the judges of what the form of | sion. At the next session we can pass the ori- 
this vindication should be. Therefore, it seems | ginal bill, as the House intended it should pass. In 


to me that while we should allow the bill they | 
have sent here to pass, we should allow them 
also free liberty to correct the mistake, and, at 
the same time, as it seems to me, we could mani- | 
fest adherence to our original intention, in the 
form in which we have once already expressed it; | 
that is, to give the same quantity of land as before, | 
and for the same purpose, to the Territory of | 
Minnesota. The form in which we shall do it is | 
not very material; but I am inclined to think that | 
that would be the proper course, and it would be 
more in accordance with the spirit in which we 
should act towards the House. I think we should 
pass the repealing clause by itself, and then make 





the grant in a separate bill. 
2 Mr. BROWN. 
ate to pass the 
Representatives, I have no objection; but if amend- | 


If it be the temper of the Sen- | 
ill as it came from the House of | gether. 


the mean time, the temper in which the House 
have passed this bill, clearly demonstrates that 
they intend to do nothing but wipe out this law; 
and, under the circumstances, 1 am in favor of 
wiping it out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
lilinois to the amendment. ‘ 

Mr. DAWSON. Iproposetot «Senator from 
Illinois, if he pleases, to strike out the last sec- 
tion of his amendment—the one repealing the 
former law. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. There would not beany ne- 
cessity for reénacting the law, if the old one were 
not repealed. 

Mr. DAWSON. I do not wish both to go to- 
I wish to separate them. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My idea is to put them both 


ments are offered and adopted, I shali conceive it || together, so as to save time and carry out the 


that it cannot be wiped away except by an un-|| to be my duty to propose more amendments. |) wishes of Congress, so that Minnesota shall have 
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the grant; but that it shall not go to certain com- | 
panies, 

, Mr. HOUSTON. As the House have taken 
action on this subject, I shall vote, under the cir- 
cumstances, to concur literally in the provision | 
made by the House, and let them adjudicate their | 
own matters which originated in that body. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
upon the amendment to the amendment, resulted 
—yeas 15, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers Allen, Atchison, Bright, Brodhead, 
Cooper, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Geyer, Johnson, Jones of 
Jowa, Matiory, Morton, Stuart, Toousbs, and Toucey—15. 

NAY S—Meesrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brown, 
Butler, Chase, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, Fes- 
senden, Fish, Fiizpatrick, Foot, Gillette, Houston, Mason, 
Norris, Pearce, Prau, Rockwell, Rusk, Seward, Slidell, 
Samner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—28. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected; and the question recurred upon the original 
amendment offered by Mr. Pearce. 

Mr. BROWN. After the vote which has just 
been taken, ! shall not propose the amendment of 
which | gave notice. 

Mr. STUART. Mr. President, 1 should not 
say a word further on this subject, for I have been 
desirous all day to save time, but for a suggestion 
from the Senator from Georgia which seemed to 
intimate that | was very wrong in objecting to the 
bill which came from the House. 1 endeavored 
to state very distinctly that my object was to have 
that bill referred to a standing committee of the 
Senate, to inquire into the ficts, and to report im- 
mediately what action, in the opinion of that com- 
mittee, the Senate ought to take. [| thoughtit was 
not proper, without any examination at all, to re- 
peal this act; but a decided majority of the Senate 
evidently think otherwise, ow, sir, lam not 

oing to put myself in resistance to the will of the 

enate, {| have done enough, with what I shall do 
hereafter, to show the correctness and constancy 
of my views. But, sir, to show the propriety of 
this sort of legislation, I ask the attention of the 
Senate for a minute while I state a fact which has 
occurred on the civil and diplomatic bill, to show 
how accidents happen, and with what propriety 
we act upon them. 

To the civil and diplomatic bill the chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce, of which committee 
I am a member, offered an amendment in the Sen- 
ate, to provide for the erection of certain custom- 
houses and certain marine hospitals, all as one 
amendment. He stated so distinctly when he 
offered it, and the Senate voted on itas one amend- 
ment, and adopted it. The clerks of this body 
certified it to the other House as two amendments 
—one for custom-houses and the other for marine 
hospitals. The House of Representatives agreed 
tofboth of them; but the clerks of the House of 
Representatives certified to the committee of con- 
ference that the House of Representatives had 
disagreed to both of them, and they had it so be- 
fore them to-day. Here, sir, was a clear and 
unqualified error, without intention and without 
censure—such an error as must inevitably occur 
when there is*such confusion as we know some- 
times exists here. Here was an error of theclerks 
of both Houses, misrepresenting the action of 
both Houses. With equal propriety, I think, 
might some Senator get up here and move to re- 
73 the civil and diplomatic bill as to repeal the 

innesota land grant, because our own clerks have 
made a mistake. We see fit to say, by this bill, 
{and it can receive no other interpretation,) that 
we will sacrifice, so far as we hold the power, the 
interests of the people of the Territory of Minne- 
sota because our offiders have done wrong. Mr. 
President, that is a doctrine which, with as much 
respect, I apprehend, for the House of Represen- 
tatives as any other Senator, I cannot make up my 
mind that it is my duty to vote for. 

Mr. RUSK. 1 have uniformly voted for grants 
of lands for railroads. I think it is good policy. 
Iam willing to vote for them again. But as a 
friend of that system of granting lands for the con- 
struction of railroads, I shall vote for the repeal 
of this law. It has a suspicion thrown around it. 
There are many charges that those laws are the 
result of combinations of companies. I think the 
only way and the best way for this interest is to 
repeal this law, and act fairly upon it anew. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr, Watxer. ) 
The Chair will observe, in justification of the 
clerks of the Senate, that he took occasion to-day 
‘to examine, with one of the clerks, the condition 





a 











| supposing there is an error, it is an error of slight | 


| Without saying anything as to the motive in the | 





eee eeaaeEeeagEenn 


| lowing additional section: 


| resentatives on the 20th day_of June, 1854, and which was 





| of the proposition mentioned by the Senator from || 


Michigan, and he found that they were in fact | 
two separate propositions, and two separate sec- | 


|| tions; one section for custom-houses and another | 


for marine hospitals. 

Mr. STUART. They may have been so cer- || 
tified, but the Senator from Maine, chairman of | 
the Committee on Commerce, of which | am a, 
member, was directed by the committee to report | 
them as one amendment. He so reported them, 
and he so stated them from his seat, and they | 
were so understood by the Senators around him. 
Now, I do not wish the Chair, or the Senate, or 
the clerks, to understand that | complain of them. | 
i say there is no blame on account of it, but it is | 
one of those accidents which will happen when, at | 
the heel of a session, you are doing things by the | 
way of what I calla stampede. 

Mr. BAYARD. There is a wide difference be- || 
tween the two cases, however. In the case ad- 
verted to by the honorable Senator from Michigan, 


inattention or neglect in the course of business. | 


other case, it was a deliberate and intended error 
at least. 

Mr. DAWSON. I wish to ask, in justification 
of the clerks, whether the propositions referred to 
by the Senator from Michigan were not voted 
upon’ separately in the Senate. 

Several Senators. That is out of order. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment of Mr. Pearce, to add the fol- 


Sec. 2. And be it further acted, That the bill, entitled 
**An act togid the Territory of Minnesota in the construc- 
tion of a railroad therein,’’ which passed the House of Rep- 





approved by the President of the United States, on the 29th 
of June, 1854, be, and the same is hereby, repealed; 


—and resulted—yeas 36, nays 10; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Benja- 
min, Brodhead, Brown, Buuer, Chase, Clay, Cooper, Daw- 
son, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, | 
Gwin, Houston, Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Norris, 
Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Seward, Slidell, 
Sumner, Toombs, Toucey, Wade, Waiker, and Weller— 


NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
Iowa, Douglas, Geyer, James, Johnson, Jones of lowa, | 
Mallory, and Stuart—10. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON. The Minnesota land bill is 


___THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| construction of a railroad therein;’’ so that y 
_ what it contains. 


_ by unanimous consent. 


| not like ad: the cart before the horse. 


| be done, as the bill has been passed. 


August 3, 


ordered to be engrossed, and the bil} 
a third time. ‘The bill, as amended, 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. PEARCE. I move to amend the title, } 
adding ‘* and for other purposes.” ” 
Mr.GEYER. ! should like to have the , 
amended so as to indicate the objects of the bil 
and that can be done by adding: ** and to ™ 
the act to aid the Territory of Winhatets is he 


persons read the title of the act, they wilj a 


to be read 
was ready 


Mr. PEARCE. Very well; that can be dong 
Mr. WELLER. I propose that we cha 
order of the sections of the bill. Let the repea). 


ing section come first, and then the pension, ldo 


IDING-OFFICER. That canno, 
he ues. 
tion now is on amending the title, as proposed by 
the Senator from Missouri. 
The amendment was agreed to; and the title, 4 
amended, was adopted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, 


A message was received from the President of 


The PRE 


the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secr. 
| tary, announcing that he had, this day, approved 
| and signed the following acts: 


An act granting the right of way over, and depo, 
grounds on, the military reserve at Fort Gratioi, 
in the State of Michigan, to the Port Huron an{ 
Lake Michigan Railroad Company; and 

An act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy and Joy 
Maria Jarrero. 

RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Reiations, to whom was referred the mestage of 
the President of the United States of the Ist of the 
present month, in reply to the resolution of the 
Senate, asking information ** whether anything 
has arisen since the date of his message to the 
House of Representatives of the 15th March les, 


| coneerning our relations with the Government of 


Spain, which, in his opinion, may dispense with 
the suggestions therein contained, touching the 
propriety of ‘provisional measures’ by Congress 
to meet any exigency that may arise in the recess 
of Congress affecting those relations,” reported 
that the committee entirely concar with the Pree 





about to berepealed. The advantages which were 





conceded by the bill in the first place, as it passed 
the House, and not as it stands, are now virtually 
repealed. It is done, I believe, under a spirit of 
irritation which pervaded the other House, and the 
general spirit of opposition to the granting of al- 
ternate sections in aid of railroads. All the people 
of that distant Territory are interested in this mat- 
ter. We have exercised over them a guardian care 
hitherto. They have no voice @pon this floor to 
defend or protect their rights. There should have 
been calm consideration in this matter, particularly 
when no individual fraud is alleged. ‘There should 
have been some reference of the question to the 
appropriate committee, and we should have had 
their report before acting upon the subject. If it 
was necessary to have an immediate report, | trust 
there is sufficient confidence on the part of this 
body in the Committee on Public Lands to believe 
that they would have made an immediate report. 
This could have been done, but it was not. The 
fever that has raged in the House has reached this 
body, and the friends’of the system of alternate 
sections have turned the cold shoulder to it. They 
have struck it a blow; and I cannot refrain from 
saying, Mr. President, that I believe they have 
struck down the last hope of the new States, and 
I fear we shall get no more grants of this charac- 
ter. There is now amongst those who advocate 
the policy of this class of measures, a war, whith 
must afford high gratification to those who have 
so bitterly opposed everything like relief to those 
who have suffered beneath the curses of your 
whole public land system. That is the way in 
which the matter stands. Now, sir, | have noth- 
ing more to say so far as I am Concerned; no con- 
stituents of mine suffer by this act; but I wish to 
call attention to the fact, that a people who have 
no voice on this floor to defend: or protect them, 
are the victims of this policy. I think it is a piece 
of bare naked injustice. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in, and 


ident in the declaration contained in his message 
to the House of Representatives, and reiterated i 
his message to the Senate, that ‘* in view of the 
position of the Island of Cuba, its proximity to our 
coast, the rélations which it must ever bear to ow 
commercial dnd other interests, it is vain to e- 
pect that a series of unfriendly acts, infringing ow 
commercial rights, and the adoption of a gos 
threatening the horior and security of these States 
can long exist with peaceful relations;”’ and er 
satisfied that, whatever measures ‘may be found 
necessary to insure the future security and repose 
to the country, (menaced from the quarter inii- 
cated,) and to vindicate the honor of our flag, wil 
be adopted by Congress. An earnest hope, both 
on the part of the President and of Congress, thet 
the difficulties with Spain, referred to in the me 
sage, would have been adjusted before the term- 
ination of the present session by an amicable 
arrangement, has, as it would appear, caused both 
to forbear, until but a short interval remains be 
tween the close of the present and the stated com- 
mencement of the next meeting of Congress. 

The full reparation that has been demanded by 
the Executive, with adequate ntees for the 
future, will alone satisfy the just expectations of 
the country; and the committee would not hesitate 
to recommend the ‘*provisional measures SU 
gested by the President, to be executed by him ™ 
the recess of Congress, even under the difficulties 
of maturing them when the close of the session * 
already at hand, were the interval to be long be 
fore the next meeting of Congress. As that ¥ 
be, however, but of four months’ duration, they 
have deemed it better, on the whole, to leave te 
subject, as it is at present, with the Executive. 
Should the occasion unfortunately render it neces 
sary, it must, of course, occupy the earliest o 
tion of Congress at its next meeting. And for \ 
above reasons the committee ask to be discharged. 

The committee was dischi from the further 
consideration of the subjeet, and the report was 
ordered to be printed. : 
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“WAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


oq motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate resumed 
-onsideration of the bill making er aen 
. ne naval service for the year ending 30th of | 
, 1855, the pending question being on the | 
tof Mr. Matrory to provide a retired 


une, 
neadmen 


MALLORY called for the yeas and nays, 
ere ordered ; and being taken, resulted— 
ess 29, nays 13; as follows: 

’ gas—Messrs. Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, 
= “chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, 
one Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Gwin, Houston, 
nn ‘Yones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 
er Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Sum- 
a Thomson of New Jersey, Walker, and Weller—29. 
v\ys—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, 
wans, Geyer, Morton, Norris, Pettit, Stuart, Toombs, and 


Mr. 
nd they W 





oucey—ld. 


3» the amendment was agreed to. 


Vr, MALLORY. [have another amendment: || 
tndbe it further enacted, That naval pursers shall her®- 
her be styled paymasters, and all laws, rules, and regula- 
ys applying to parsers shall apply to them as paymasters : 
ovided, That this change of name shall not be held to 
zct their pay, rank, or duty. 

That is simply a change in the nameof a grade 
oficers. No money or interest is concerned in 
one way or another. — eae , et 
Mr. SLIDELL. { think this is very idle legis- || 
ion. Weall know what pursers are. I cannot 
ynceive the necessity for this. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. I offer the following: 

And be it further enacted, That the two general orders of || 
e Secretary of the Navy, dated August 31, 1846, and May 

7, )47, upon relative rank, shall have the force and effect 
jaw. 
That is to legalize the relative rank of pursers | 
nd surgeons in the Navy as it now exists. It is || 
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‘*** That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to select and purchase a site for a navy- 
yard and depot at the city of Memphis, and to erect such 
buildings, and make such improvements thereon, as may 
be necessary for the construction and repair, and for the 
accommodation and supply of vessels of war of the United 
States; and that the President is authorized and empowered 
to purchase any water-rights which may be necessary to 
propel the machinery appertaining to said navy-yard, or 


| which may be useful in the operations of said navy-yard ; 
| and that he be further empowered to receive any donations 
| of lands water-rights, or rights of way, which tbe author- 
| ities of the city of Memphis, or any other body-corporate, 


or any person or persons, may deem proper to make or 
grant to the Government of the United States ; and that the 
sum of $100,000 be appropriated,’ &c. 

‘In pursuance of this law, a site was selected within the 
city of Memphis, by a board of officers duly appointed for 


that purpose. A number of private lots, and a large portion 


of the ‘ public landing,’ and of several streets and alleys, 
were included within the limits of the site thus selected for 
the navy-yard and depot. These private lots were sold by 
the owners to the corporation of Memphis, at a price be 
lieved to have been very inadequate ; and the said corpo- 
ration, with the consent and approval of the citizens, in 


' public meeting assembled, conveyed the whole property to || 
| the United States, without demanding anything more than 
| the cost of the private property which had been purchased 


asaforesaid. The motive for this liberality on the part of 


the citizens and public authorities of Memphis, was to | 


secure to that city the advantages of such a naval estab- 


lishment as had beew provided for in the law above quoted. 
| For the same reason, the Legislature of the State surren- 


dered jurisdiction over the premises to the United States.”? 


That was the report of thecommitteetwo years 
ago. If that is nonsense, just give it back to us, 


and let us have it. 
| Mr.GWIN. The first question is on striking | 
| out the appropriation for the navy-yard at Mem- || 
| phis entire 


ly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Waker.) 
Will the Senator from California allow the Chair 
to make a suggestion? The Senator from Ten- 
nessee os to strike out a certain part of the 
bill, an 





|| and pipes for lighting ground and building, 
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— — i 


——— 


| unless some gentleman chooses to discuss it fur- 
ther. If that should be done I shall think it due 
to read the law in regard to it. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes nineteen, 
noes not counted. 

Mr. MASON. I wish to offer an amendment 
to the bill to provide for the introduction of gas 
into the navy-yard at Portsmouth, Virginia. 1! 
understand it has met the ae of the 

| committee, and is recommended by the head of 
the Bureau. 
| Mr. GWIN. I have no objection to that. 
| Mr. MASON. The amendment will be in the 
| following clause: 
| 

rato Virginia.—For brick saw-sheds, completing 
store-house No. 14, sheds and machinery for saw-mull, set- 
ting up engine, boilers, and machinery, culvert, continua- 
| tion of quay walls, dredging channel, reservoir, commenc- 
|| ing foundry, and machinery for the same, extension of 
ship-house and slip, and repairs of all kinds, $152,281. 





To insert after ‘‘ slip’’ the words * gas fixtures 
* and 
|| to make the appropriation, $162,281. 

|| The gas has been introduced into the town. 
|| The object of the amendment issto introduce it 
1 a the navy-yard and the large public building 
|| there. 


|| The amendment was agreed to. 


The amendments were then ordered to be en- 
|, grossed, and the bill ordered to a third reading. 
It was read a third time, and passed, 


| ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


| A message was received from the House of 
| Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 

|| lowing enrolled bills and joint resolution: 
An act to constigute Pilatkaand Bayport, in the 


then comes up his amendment to insert, as || State of Florida, ports of delivery respectively, 
follows: ** that all the grounds and appurtenances || and Keokuk and Dubuque, in the State of lowa; 
thereto belonging,” &c. ‘‘Thereto,”’ points to|| An act making appropriations for light-houses, 
something previous. light-boats, buoys, &c., and providing for the 
Mr. GWIN. Belonging to the navy-yard at || erection and establishment of the same, and for 
Memphis. I suggest to the Senator that he should || other purposes; 
let it be an additional section. | Anact for the relief of William J. McEthiney, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do notdesire the || E. T. Matthews, and Lawrence Cribben; 
Congress of the United States to make an appro-|| A joint resolution for the relief of brevet Cap- 
priation for the navy-yard, and then giveit away. | tain 5. H. Lendrum; and 
My proposition is to strike out the appropriation An act for the relief of Mrs. Helen McKay, 
for the navy-yard. Strike that out, and then I | widow of the late Coloneh#Eneas McKay, deputy 


eemed to be necessary in consequence of an 
pinion of the Attorney General that it is a mat- 
rcoming within the cognizance of Congress, and 
ot that of the Secretary of the Navy. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MALLORY. 1 have one other amend- 
pent: 

ind be it further enacted, That the pay of the boat. 
ains, gunners, carpenters, and sailmakers of the Navy, 
all be as follows: On leave or waiting orders, per an- 
m, 3600; shore duties, per annum, $700; sea service, 
rannum, $900; and an addition of two per centum upon 





shall offer this as an additional section. 


« foregoing rates for every year’s sea service, and an ad- 
jtion upon sea pay of ten per centum when serving in || 
ips with four hundred men, and twenty per centui |) 
hen serving in ships with nine hundred men. | 


Mr.GWIN. Thatisit. The first question is 
on striking out the appropriation. 
The PRESIDIN 


OFFICER. The Chair || 


| wishes to call the attention of the Senator from 
|| Tennessee to the reading of what he proposes to 
| insert in the bill. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. I hope the bill will now be 
rdered to its third reading. 


It is a separate section: ‘‘ that || 
| all the grounds and appurtenances thereto belong- 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is now in the 

nate, and [havean amendment to offer. | pro- 
ose to strike out the clause appropriating $13,400 
or the navy-yard at Memphis, and to insert the 
mendment which I offer in these words: 
ind be it further enacted, That all the grounds and ap- || 
rtenances thereto belonging, known as the Memphis 
avy yard, Shelby county, Tennessee, be, and the same are 

eby, ceded to the mayor and aldermen of the city of 
emphis, for the use and benefit of said city ; and that the 

retary of the Navy order the commandant of the said 
avy-yard at Memphis to surrender to the mayor of Mem- 
his said property. 

Gentlemen have said that it was nonsense to 
ave this navy-yard. 
laryland, (Mr. Pearce,] Missouri, (Mr. Arcut- 
ox,| and Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] will vindicate 


\| 








he amendment. } 


Mr. TOOMBS. I understand from the Sena- 
por from Tennessee that the grounds were given 
or this purpose by the city of Memphis. If that 
be 80, believing that it is unwise in the Govern- 
ent to appropriate them for any such purpose, 
will return them with a great deal of pleasure, 
o far as 1 have power. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In order to sat- 
‘fy the Senator, | propose to read from a report 
bf the Committee on Naval Affairs. 





Mr.GWIN. Oh, no! We will take it for | 


pranted, 

_Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 wish to stand 
ght about the facts; and | shall hold the Com- 
nitteeon Naval Affairs, and especially 
‘or from California, (Mr. Gwin,] responsible for 
hem. Here is an extract from a report made by 
at Senator from the committee two years ago: 


4 By the act of 15th June, 1844, Congress authorized the 
ection and purchase of a site fora navy-yard and depot 
Memphis, the language of said act being as follows : 








| and additional section. 


the Sen- | 


ing, known as the Memphis navy-yard, Shelby 
county, Tennessee.’’ Then itis not designed to 
be attached to any other part of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My purpose is to 
strike out the appropriation for the navy-yard at 
Memphis; and then | shall move that as a separate 


Mr. GWIN. Then the Senator must add ‘* the 
navy-yard at Memphis,” because that is not in 
the amendment. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Of course that is 


| in it. 
I hope the Senators from || 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


| then is on striking out the following clause: 


is, Tennessee.—For excavation and embankment, 
shop, store-house, and repairs of all kinds, 


Mem 
smiths 
$13,400, 


_ The motion to strike out was agreed to. 


| tional section. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
| now arises on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
| ator from Tennessee, in the form of an additional 


| section. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Whole: 


| shall not deduct the sum of $2,964 59, received by him 
and passed to his credit on the books of the Treasury De 
partment, from his salary as acting purser, provided for 


country for the year ending the 30th of-June, 1853. 


Mr. GWIN. Now, the question is on the addi- 


Mr. BELL. The bill is now in the Senate. 1 
| renew the proposition which was rejected when 
it was before the Senate as in Committee of the i! 


Provided, That the accounting officers of the Treasury, | 
in settling the accounts of the late navy agent at Memphis, | 


by : ; 
the act making appropriations for the naval service of the || the Senator has it he can proceed to talk. 


quartermaster general of the United States Army. 
| Which were thereupon signed by the President 
| pro tempore. 
EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 


| Mr. STUART. | placed on the table yester- 
| day a resolution for the purpose of extending this 
session if it should become necessary. I have 
been appealed to by several Senators to call it up, 
| and let be disposed of. 1 should like to do so at 
|| this time, prefacing it simply by saying that, indi- 
|| vidually, | have no solicitude about it. I have 
| been informed by the Committee en Enrolled Bills, 
| that it will perhaps be impossible, or very diffi- 
| cult, some say impossible, for them to read all the 
| enrolled bills between this and the time fixed for 
| adjournment. I only want to takeup the resolu- 
|| tion, and let the Senate dispose of it as they think 
| proper. The time has arrived, when, if anything 
|| 18 to be done, it should be disposed of. 
Mr.GWIN. lam informed that the House 
|| have acted upon this question, and have refused 
|| to extend the time. I hope the Army appropria- 
| tion bill will be taken up. 
| The PRESIDING OPFICER. The motion of 
| the Senator from Michigan is first in order. The 
| resolution was introduced yesterday, and the ques- 
|| tion is on taking it up. 
| Mr. GWIN. I hope it will not be taken up. 
Mr. PETTIT. We had better exercise a little 
| calmness and caution in what weare doing. I 
|| am informed, and I do not doubt its truth, that 
\| if the bills which we must necessarily pass before 
\| we adjourn, were at this hour in the hands of the 
clerks in the Secretary’s office, they could not be 
enrolled by twelve o’clock to-morrow. 
Mr.GWIN. Whois your informant? 
Mr. PETTIT. That is what I feel under no 
obligation to answer, although desiring to be very 
olite in that. 
Mr. GWIN. 
Mr. PETTIT. 











| 


1 am utterly opposed —— 
I believe i have the floor. If 
We 


| have legislative business which must be acted 


I propose not to say a word upon the subject, || upon; we must have an Executive session for 








en ee 


pt ae a 
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the ratification of one more treaty—I think that |) 
will take but a short time—and for the confirma- | 
tion of a few more appointments; and it is certain | 
that we cannot, without leaving everything in 
perfect confusion and chaos, adjourn at twelve 
o'clock to-morrow. We ought, therefore, to ex- 
tend the session until Monday at twelve o’clock. 
That will give time enough, in my opinion. | 
am satisfied, notwithstanding the House has 
refused to extend the time, that if we send them 
a resolution with a discreet committee, if it be | 


necessary, my will accede to it. The House | 
r 


is composed of reasonable, sensible men; and it | 
seems to me that we should, to save ourselves and | 
the country from disgrace and ruin, rescind the | 
adjournmeat resolution so far as to extend the ses- | 
sion to Monday, noon. 
Mr. SEWARD. 
this subject in three words. 
and nays on the resolution. 
Mr. PRATT. I rise to a point of order. The 
uestion is simply whether the Senate will take up 
the resolution ? 
Mr. CLAY. It has been taken up. 
Mr. PRATT. 1 do not so understand it. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 
put the question. Will the Senate proceed to the | 
consideration of the resolution ? 
Mr. GWIN. And on that question I ask for the | 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. CLAY. I wish to state to the Senate that | 


I have a speech to make on | 
I ask for the yeas | 


} 
} 
| 
i 
| 
| 
} 


Iam one of the members of the Committee on En- | 


rolled Bille, and that I concur fully in what was | 
said by the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Pettit. | 
I do not believe we can possibly get through by 
twelve o’clock to-morrow. We cannot read over 
the bills. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Brodhead, Brown, But- 
ler, Casa, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Foot, 
Houston, Hunter, Jones of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mal- 
lory, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Walker, and 
Wetler—27. 

NAYS—Measrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, 
Chase, Cooper, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Gey 
er, Gillette, Gwin, Johnson, Pratt, Rockwell, Seward, 
Slidell, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, and 
Wade —23. 

So the motion was p bare to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider t 
as follows: 

Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring,) 
That the time fixed by the resolution of the lst July, for the 
adjournment of the present session of Congress be, and the 
same is hereby, extended to the — instant, at twelve 
o'clock meridian. 





Mr. STUART. I move to fill the blank by in- || the bill making appropriations for the service of | 
| the Post Office Department, during the fiscal year | 


serting ** Monday next, the 7th instant.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to; and the ques- 
tion recurred on the resolution, as amended. 

Mr. PRATT. The simple result of the adop- 
tion of the resolution will be that we shall sit all 
Sunday night instead of to-night. Under it we 
shall adjourn on Monday. We shall meet to- 
morrow and Saturday, and sit here all Saturday 
night and Sunday. 

everal Senators. Oh no. 

Mr. PRATT. There will be no other result 
from it. We have experienced it heretofore. [ 
hope the resolution will not be adopted. 

r. CLAY. I trust, if the resolution is not 
adopted, that those Senators will assist us who 
are engaged in reading the bills. 

r, TOOMBS. We agreed, about a month 
ago, that this session of Congress should close 
to-morrow. We have plenty of time in which to 
dispose of tht public business. The idea of the 
Senator from Indiana, that we cannot get through 
the appropriation bills, is a mere idea. A few 
years ago three or four of the most important ap- 
propriation bills were not taken up in the Senate, 
on account of their rness to pass the internal 
improvement bill, until nine o’clock of the day on 
which the adjournment was to take place at twelve 
o'clock, and they were accomplished. They were 
all engrossed; and, Mr, President, a bill appro- 
priating public money never yet failed to get 
through for want of labor to work it out. This 
Government has been in existence seventy years; 
and if it stands seven hundred years, those bills 
will never fail. They will all get through. There 
will be plenty of labor and of time. The lobby 
will come and volunteer, without pay, to carry 
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e resolution; which was | 








them through. As to the Senate and House getting | 
ready, they may sit here until Monday, or the 
Monday after, or the Monday after that; they may | 
sit here until the angel stands with one foot upon 
the sea and the other upon the land, and proclaims 
the end of time, and then they will not be ready to | 
adjourn any more than they will be to-morrow at || 
twelve o’clock. I hope the Senate will adhere to | 
its own order. As tothetenmillion dollar appro- | 
priation, we have had the question up for three | 
months; the House of Representatives would not || 
agree to it; there is no necessity for it, none in the | 
world. We have no speck of war; there is no | 
danger of anybody attacking us. The appropri- | 
ation bills could be passed, and we could leave for 
| home insix hours. There is no necessity for the | 
resolution. We can adjourn to-morrow at twelve 
| o’clock just as readily, and do the business as 
well, as two months hence; and the result will be 
| the same as I havesaid. Asfor being ready, you 
never will be ready. You never were ready. | 
| 
| 





| 
| 


| Nobody was ever done with legislative business. | 
It is an eternal, perpetual business. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is 
on the adoption of the resolution. 
Mr. PRATT and Mr. TOOMBS called for the || 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered, and 
taken—yeas 24, nays 23; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Brown, Butler, Cass, 
Clay, Dodge, of lowa, Douglas, Foot, Houston, Hunter, 
Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pet- 
tit, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Thomson of New Jersey, 
‘Toucey, Walker, and Weller—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, 
Chase, Cooper, Dawson, Evans, Fessenden, Fi-h, Fitz 
patrick, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Johnson, Pratt, Rockwell, 
Seward, Slidell, Sumner, Toombs, and Wade—23. 


| 
| 





|| ued under the direction of the Colonel of Ordnayes. 
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perintend the operations at the national armo nessee, 
same is hereby, repealed; and from and here : the 

of this act, it shall be the duty of the President of a ; atter 
ted States, by and with the advice and Consent of a oe ' 
ate, to appoint @ competent and well qualified o,.. e Comm 
superintendent at each of said armories. _— vir. JO! 


Mr. WELLER. That, I believe, ator fr 
upon which the Senate committee eq the $e 
1 shall have to ask for the yeas and penittee 
I understand that the deen hate Sarat . pai (W 
provision placing the superintendence of a zo onde 
armories under civil administration. Th, c re a8 tO 
mittee on Finance propose to strike that 4 joport of 
ask for the yeas and nays upon the amend, gator fr 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ am in wn ckness © 
striking out that proviso; and, as the bes aa Bouse; &! 
ment I can make, I send to the Secretary ind yi a calle 
to have read, a letter from the War Deparine om we 
in response to an interrogatory of the Comin aand m 
on Military Affairs. sion wi 

The Secretary read as follows: fied that 

Wak Derarrmenr, | F = 
WasHinoron, July 26, 1854. | yncurs 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your jeter o/ p major 
25th instant, informing me that the Army Appropriation py Bonator fi 
has come to the Senate from the Bouse of Representa muni 
witha proviso requiring the removal of the ordnance Bonale. 
cers from the armories, while those works are s\jj| Contin here was 
ornia ar 


Mr. JC 
inance 
mendmeé 

Mr. Je 
ommitt 

Mr. € 
move to 


Mr. JI 


is a Questiy 
ually divides 


requesting my opinion of the effect of the proposed chy 
in the Jaw, and, in particular, whe ther the Deparimeyyy, 
experience any serious difficulty in executing the twa); 
| in regard to the control and government of the armories 

In reply I have the honor to say, that there will be fog 
that difficulty, in the operation of the two laws whieh ym: 
letter indicates. The one interposes a civil superiyicys 
ency between the Colonel of Ordnance and the aryonys 
in order to remove the military control ; while the 
law requires the military department to continue to eq, 
cise the control, Formerly, when civil soperinteng 
| were placed@ver the armories, the direct and efficients 





So the resolution was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. It is necessary at this 
stage of the business that the Senate should go, 
for a brief period, into Executive session. The 
|, Army appropriation bill, of course, will be next 
|, taken up; and before that is done, we should con- 
|| sider Executive business, which will not occupy 


I therefore move that 


| 


_more than five minutes 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of Ex- 
|, ecutive business, 

|| The motion was agreed to—ayes 22, noes 10. 

| The Senate accordingly proceeded to the con- 
|| sideration of Executive business; and, after some- 
time, the doors were reopened. 


POST OFFICE BILL. 


A message was received from the House of | 
|, Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
| nouncing that the House had agreed to some and | 


| disagreed to other amendments of the Senate to 


| } ° 


|| ending the 30th of June, 1855. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that the Senate insist 
| on their amendments to the bill, disagreed to by 
'| the House, and ask a committee of conference on 
the disagreeing votes of thetwo Houses. On that 


/ committee I do not wish to be placed. 


t, this p 






















trol of the armories was, by law, vested in the military tative 

partment to which they belonged. The new law witi cry : r 

a difficulty which, to me, appears practically insurmoy o strike 

able. {ilitary 
it is the decided and repeatedly declared opinion of deliver | 

Department, founded on the results of actual experience 


7 ‘ 5 r 
that the enactinent of the proviso which has passed pastas 
House, will seriously impair the efficiency and utiliy propoun 
the national armories. The law, as it now stands, yp hat 1s 


scribes no class, but autherizes the President to selec! px Mr. . 
sons for the control and management of the public ay vas, he 
ries, from civil or military life, and affords the greatest yy ; 
sible latitude for proper selection. But, if it shall be ¢ pn Mili 
termined by law that the public manufactories of arms: Mr. I 
the military service ought not to be under the direction, by the | 
military officers, then I respectfully suggest, that those» “Mr. | 
tablishments ought not to be continued under the authony ; 
of a military department, but made independent of it a up here 
branch of the civil service. The national armories, ax hope at 
cunducted, have been, and | think will be, highly use/ul ade b 
tablishments; but if they are to become the objects ol de be alter 
legislation and partisan conflict, [ believe it would bel - [ 
ter to discontinue them, and to procure aris for the War 
tary service from private armories, by contract. the ma! 
I am, however, as assured in the opinion that the nu plate, V 
tions of war ought to be provided at public aravries, wit inte, the 
the direction of military officers, as that forts, anew a 
navy-yards, and dock yards, belonging to Governwe of Rep 
ought to be controlled and administered by the offer session 
siderat 
debate 









|| The motion was agreed to. 
|| On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 


| Ordered, That the managers on the part of the Senate 
|| be appointed by the President pro tempore: and Mr. Nor- 
|| Ris, Mr. Rusx, and Mr. Morton were appointed. 

i ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 





that the Speaker had signed 

| An act for the relief of Danie) Steenrod; and 
| Anact to establish certain post roads. 

| The Present pro tempore signed these bills. 


{| ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


|| The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
| proceeded to consider the bill from the House, 
1 ‘*making appropriations for the support of the 
! Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
| 1855;’’ which had been reported from the Com- 
|| mittee on Finance with amendments. 

l The first amendment was in the clause, ‘* For 
|, Subsistence in kind, $1,028,497;” to make the ap- 
|, propriation, $1,285,621 25. 

| _Mr. HUNTER. That is according to the es- 
| timate of the Secretary of War. 


1 The amendment was agreed to. 
i} 


The next amendment was to strike out the fol- 
| lowing proviso: 

Provided, That so much of al] laws heretofore passed 
\ which authgrize the appointment of military officers to su- 





The message from the House also announced | 



























that department of the public service with whiell they 
naturally connected. Itis not necessary under such og 
ization—it is not true that the hired mechanics and wat ‘ 
upon i 
law, or restrained of any of their civil rights. Ouly ® to it; a 
officers and enlisted men of the Army are subject siderat 
tary law. The mechanics hired at all public works 
whenever it suits them. Thatthe service is not a har: given | 
is evidenced from the eagerness with which it is sig’ nothin 
In this respect, the nature of the control exercised by regard 
arsenals, in the navy yards, on the fortifications, the ¥ bef 
of internal improvement, and wherever hired mecha etore 
engage to execute any work for the military service. wheth 
' over e 
|| mories in the manufacture of muskets is at this time 
sirable. We have now six hundred thousand sad 
small arms in the United States arsenals. and a large 0 a 
and ¢ 
and improvements in fire arms render it unadvi-ade that v 
accumulate a very large number of one model, and the® 
covery of weapons of greater range than muskets mer duties 
weapon for foot soldiers. ‘ thus 1 
In conclusion, I would ask, why should the national that i 
mories have been apecially selected as trusts for wh 
are employed in constructions and manufactures for! long | 
military service under officers both of the Army and" ' that, 
Navy. Itcannot be because the military profession consi 


men now employed at the armories are subject to mili 
gage only for such term as they please, and leave the there, 
military officers is the same at the armories as itis a! body, 
I have serious doubts if the continuance of the # 
the mi 
ber have been distributed to the States. The many cha 
| ments 
doubtful if the musket will continue to form the print 
| 
i} in des 
| soldier is unworthy ? It is not there alone that mech" 
. ; hi 
ignorance of arms, or leads to carelessness in their ™ M 
' 
' 


facture. 


I believe the proposed exclusion of officers of the 4’ prope 
from the right to be selected as superintendents of os word 
tional armories, to be a discrimination unmerited by" kansi 
conduct in peace and in war, uncalled for by et Sena 


tions for the public good, and probably detriment! of R 

efficiency of our military weapons. ' 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, have 

JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of 7" 

Hon. James Suierps, Senate. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I will ask the Senator ‘ 
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> veto the day. The three of us concurred in 
tof this proposition. Since that time the 
"wor from Ilinois has been called away by the 
-kness of one of his colleagues in the other 
‘ge: and I believe every day since we have || 
i a called meeting of the committee, not one of 
‘nom was there except the Senator from Califor- 
‘and myself. We refused to report any prop- || 
son which was before us, unless we were sat- || 
sj that a majority of the committee approved 
’ The Senator from Georgia (Mr. Dawson] || 
“ours with us in this proposition. Having had || 
‘majority of the committee present, after the | 
(in SHEE .nxcor from Lilinois left, we agreed to refer the ] 
ies pmunication of the Secretary of War to the || 
nee 6 nae. We have had two or three meetings, but | 
‘Conti ove was nobody there but the Senator from Cal- | 
ornia and myself, E : 
Mr. JOHNSON. It is by the action of the || 
inance Committee, | understand, that this |, 
mendment is brought forward. I) 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Not at all; by the || 
ommittee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. GWIN. ‘The Committee on Finance 
move to strike out the proviso, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As I understand | 
:, this proviso comes from the House of Repre- 
yotatives, and the Finance Committee propose 
osurike it out. As many of the Committee on 
Military Affairs as were present instructed me to 
1 of th jeliver to the Senate the communication of the 
a Becretary of War in response to the interrogatory 
aia ropounded by our chairman, I have done so. 
de on hat is all the connection we have had with it. 
Mr. JOHNSON. What I wanted to know 


who has caused this communication | 

~ the War Department to be read, whether || 

ee er has been up for consideration before |, 

the s. ommittee on Military Affairs at all or not? | 

Viliay ‘TONES, of Tennessee. In reply to the || 

oe from Arkansas, | will state to the Senate | 

vest ye Senator from Illinois, the chairman of the | 
divided “oqittee, | Mr. Sureips,} the Senator from Cal- 

Upon i . (Mr. Wecrer,] and myself met, accord- | 

rd ty eer, | think on Monday last. [ am not | 
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cme as, how the matter got before the Committee 
von Military Affairs? 

ss Mr. HUNTER, It is an amendment reported 
cin by the Committee on Finance, undoubtedly. 

aa ‘Mr. JOHNSON. Well, sir, this matter comes 
‘tn mgup bere now in the last hours of the session. I 
280 hope and trust that the provision which has been 
“il SH made by the House of Representatives will not 
NLA altered or changed. We have a letter from the 
1 liilil- 


the matter, and that is all that we have. I can 
siate, what perhaps is familiar to the whole Sen- 
ate, that this subject has been before the House 
of Representatives for certainly more than one 
session; that it has had long and deliberate con- 
sideration there; that it has undergone repeated 
debate; that there have been many facts collected 
upon it; that full reports have been made in regard 
to it; and after mature, long, and deliberate con- 
sideration, this is the action which has been had 
there. 1 believe the consideration that can be 
given to it by the Senate will amount to less than 
nothing. Certainly it will amount to nothing in 
regard to the investigation to be made by this 
body, of the amount of facts that can be brought 
before it properly now. It is a question as to 
whether military supervision should be extended 
over employments that are purely civil. I believe 
the military ought to be restricted to their own 
peculiar duties,and kept in their proper province, 
and clear of the politics of the country. 1 think 
that we ought to keep them out of civil employ- 
ments, and leave it to civilians to perform the 
duties of civilians. I hope the Senate will reflect 
thus much at least in agreeing to the amendment: 


MON 
ie 


954. eee 





|| Army generaily. A gratuitous cry has been got 


| much more, Mr. President, upon this subject, but | 


} 
| 


War Department before us. It is on one side of || 


| of the occupation of the party. I know nothing 


| ance of the duties, whether he be an officer of the 
| Army or not. I can see no reason for the pro- 





the two armories should be military men or civil- | 
ians. That is the whole subject. How does the | 
lawnow stand? And whats the provision which 
the proposition now under consideration proposes 
to repeal? Under the existing law, the President 
of the United States has the right to select the 
two superintendents of our armories either from 
the civil or military list; and why should he not 
have that right? is it not consistent with the 
provision of the Constitution conferring upun hina 


| the appointing power? The honorable Senator 
|| from Arkansas eays that this is purely a civil em- 
| ployment. 
| more competent to judge as to the quality of an 


How does that happen? Who is 


arm to be used in the military service, than a mil- 
itaryman? {tis an employment which requires a 
certain amount not only of military but mechanical 
knowledge. Where can you find any mechanic 
in the country who has sufficient, or any reason- | 
able degree of, military knowledge? 

Mr. JOHNSON. If my friend will allow me, 
I will ask him what amount of military knowledge || 
is necessary for a man to make a musket, or auy || 
other weapon that has to be made? 1} 

Mr. BRODHEAD. ‘The man who is to use | 
the weapon is most likely to know what kind of an | 


arm should be made. Mechanics are employed || 


|| in most of the branches of the military service. || 


They are employed in’ fortifications. Does the | 
honorable Senator from Arkansas say that our | 
fortifications should be constructed by men from || 
the civil list? Mechanics are employed in the | 


| up by some gentlemen in relation to this matier, || 


and a collision attempted to be produced between || 
the military men and the mechanics of the coun- | 
tery. The great body of the mechanics have noth- | 
ing to do with the question. They care but lite || 
aboutit. They are aitending to their own business |) 
at home, and not coming here for the purpose of | 
seeking Government employment. I[ might say | 


| know the impatience of the Senate to proceed to 
business, and therefore desist. 

Mr. BAYARD. Lam entirely in favor of the || 
amendment. As the bill comes to us from the 
House, it disfranchises the officers of the Army 
from holding the office of superintendent of our | 
armories, the duties connected with which they 
ought necessarily, from their profession, to be || 
well acquainted with. I do not mean to say that 
every officer of the Army would be fit to superin- | 
tend the manufacture of arms; but | do mean to || 
say that there are many who would be; and I can || 
see no principle, unless it is the jobbing principle, | 
which should induce you to restrict the Executive 
suthority in the selection of a man for the super- 
intendency of the national armories, on account |. 


| 





in the character of our officers, which should dis- 
qualify them entirely en masse for such duties. | 
think with the guardianship of the Senate over the 
employment, by way of confirmation of the selec- | 
tion, the President ought to be left free to select || 
any citizen of the United States for the perform- || 


vision sent to us by the House unless it is to mul- | 
tply civil offices with a view to increase the pat- || 
ronage of the General Government. | can see no 
_ other effect of it, and 1 am utterly opposed to it in 
principle—so strongly opposed to it, that [ would || 
| hazard the bill, as far as my vote is goncerned, if |) 
| the House should insist on it. Ido not believe | 





Senate made an amendment, it has been disposed | 


would be. 
This question has been before the Senate as 


| 
| 
| 
' 








that it will be a work in direct opposition to, and 
in destruction of, what has been the result of the 
long and mature deliberation of the House; and 
that, if done at all, it will be done by us without 
consideration. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Although this is not a 
Proper occasion for much debate, yet | have a few 
a words to say in reply to the Senator from Ar- 
ifm *tnsas. While this has not been debated in the 
oo Senate, it has been much considered in the louse 

of Representatives. It got into that body. They 
if bave had much to do with it... They have had a 
»ng and tediousinvestigation about—what? Why, 
fue “T) ° ascertain whether the enperintendents of 















| well as before the House. It may be perfectly 
| true that the commission which was sent out, 
| found that the incumbents had or had not con- 
| dueted the affairs of these armories properly; but 
_ that is nothing as to the general rule of military 


| more about it than we do. The question was be- 


| fore the Senate, and discussed at a former session, 


| 


| President, to take either a civilian or an officer of 
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they would do so. 1 have often seen measures || Tovcer.} 
| adopted by an apparent majority, and when the | 


/of much more easily than it was supposed it |, 


| it were proposed to leave the selection to the | 
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the selection by the President. Sir, it may be 
well questioned—I do not say as strictly a consti- 
tutional question; but certainly, in the intent and 


| spirit of the Constitution, it may be well ques- 


tioned—with what propriety you undertake to 
disfranchise an officer of the Army, and say that 
he shali not be appointed to a particular situa- 
tion, when that situation is necessarily connected 
with the performance of his duties. The officers 
ought to be acquainted certainly with arms—with 
their utility. They ought to be able to judge of 
the manufacture of an arm, and to say whether 
it isa good and useful one or not. There is noth- 
ing in the character of the soldier, nothing in his 
education as we educate our officers, that would 
disqualify him from having mechanical genius, 


' and being able to superintend mechanics. Look- 


ing at the provision of the bill, as it came from the 
House of Representatives, as I do, I consider it 
nothing more, | was going to say, than what is 
called a Buncombe provision; and | mean to go 
against everything of that kind. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I do not rise to debate this 
question. It was before the Senate on a former 
occasion, and it resulted in authorizing the appoint- 
ment of a commission to investigate and report 
upon it. A very able commission—the names I 
need not repeat—was sent, and they have reported 


| in favor of civil superintendency. 


The construction of arms is a mechanical em- 
ployment. It is understood most perfectly by 


|| mechanics. If you will go into the establishments 


for the manufacture of fire-arms which are under 
the superintendence of mechanics, you will there 
see their superiority. Your own establishments, 
under military superintendence, are behind them. 
1 am, therefore, sir, in favor of concurring in this 
provision of the House of Representatives. I say 
that this employment belongs to the mechanical 
profession. If the mechanics of the country are 
not competent to do this business, I have yet to 
learn it. The measure is right, and I will say it 
is irresistible. 1 hope, therefore, the Senate will 
not agree to the amendment of the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. MASON. This question was before the 
Senate at the last session on a proposition to 
amend the Army appropriation bill, with a view 


| to abolish the military superintendence of the. 


armories, and place them under civil superintend 


| ence by the action of Congress. From the con- 


sideration which I could give to the question thus 
brought before us, | eoted, according to my recol- 
lection, upon the direct proposition to change the 
mode of superintending the armories from military 


| to civil. I doubted about the vote at the time I 


gaveit. The consideration of the subject resulted, 
however, in the Senate making an amendment to 
the bill which I will now read. At the last ses- 
sion, in 1853, this proviso was put in the Army 
appropriation bill: 

‘* That the act of Congress be so modified that the Presi- 
dent may, il, in his opinion, the public interest demand it, 


place over any of the arimories a superintendent who does 
not belong to the Army; and in order to enable him to de- 


| cide to his satisfaction, he is hereby authorized to cause 


the neceseary and proper inquiries to be instituted through 
the medium of a commission of civilians and military men, 
with the view of ascertaining which of the two systems is 
more economical, efficient, and safe for the management 
of the public armories—that formerly existing under the 
superintendence of civil officers, or that now existing under 
the superintendence of officers of the Ordnance Depart- 
ment.’’ 


The President raised that commission—the one 
spoken of by the Senator from Connecticut, = 
They made their report, asl have been 

informed. I have never read it. I have been in- 
| formed that it is a very voluminous one. They 
made it to the President. The President has not 
thought proper to change the mode of the super- 
intendency. The armories are left now in charge 
of the military, as they were before. The letter 
-of the Secretary of War, which has just been 
‘read to us, I presume, may be taken as the expo- 
| nent of the President’s opinion on the matter thus 
| submitted to his discretion. Now, having so 


| or civil superintendence. The House knows no | legislated twelve months ago, and having left it 


to the President to determine, | am unwilling to 
| disturb it. 1 can form no private judgment in 


| and the majority were then in favor of the pro- | the matter. As long as it 1s the policy of the 
| priety, in general, of military superintendence. If | Government to manufacture their own arms, the 


Executive must be responsible for the manage- 
| ment of the armories. The honorable Secretary 


the Army, I should not object to it; but the effect || has said in terms that if you cannot leave the 


of the bill, as it pussed the House, is to exclude 


| Executive responsible for the manufacture of the 
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arma, but take 
will be done right. 


is I cannot go now to change the determination 
to which Congress came at the last session. To 
have the arms properly made, they must be under 
the superintendence of the Executive, and we 
cannot change the responsibility in the mode pro- 
posed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of || 


Representatives, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 


nouncing that they had conéurred in the resolu- | 


tion of the Senate for suspending the 16th and 17th 
joint rules of the two Houses for all bills which 
have been passed, or which may be passed during 
the present session. 

Also, that they had passed the following bills; 
in which they requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

An act to repeal the first proviso in the fourth 
nection of the act entitled ** An act granting bounty 


land to certain officers and soldiers who have been | 
engaged in the military service of the United | 


States,”’ approved September 28, 1850; and 
An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Putnam. 


THOMAS BRONAUGH. 


The message also announced that the House of | 
Representatives had agreed to the amendments of | 
the Senate to the bill for the relief of Thomas | 


Bronaugh. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
had signed the following enrolled bills: 

An act to constitute Cairo, in the State of Illinois, 
a port of delivery; 

An act to authorize the State of Wisconsin to 
select the residue of the lands to which that State 
is entitled under the act of 8th August, 1846, to 
aid in the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers; 

An act to authorize the State of Illinois to select 
the residue of the lands to which she is entitled 
under the act of 2d of March, 1847, granting lands 


to aid that State in opening a canal to connect the | 


watera of the Illinois river with those of Lake 
Michigan; 

An act to vest in the several States and Terri- 
tories the title in fee of the lands which have been 
or may be certified to them; 

An act authorizing the extension of the Alex- 
andria and Washington railroad into the District 
of Columbia, and conferring certain privileges on 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company; 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Culver; 

An act to amend the provisions of the fifty- 
sixth section of the act entitled ‘*An act to regu- 
late the collection of duties on imports and ton- 
nage,’’ approved 2d of March, 1799; 

n act constituting San Pedro, in the 
California, a port of ne and delivery; and 

An act to incorporate the National Hotel Com- 
pany of Washington City. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the above 
named bills. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the Army appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The honorable Senator from 
Delaware, (Mr. Bayarp] seemed to read the 
amendment now before the Senate as a denial of 
the right of the President to select either civilians 
or officers of the Army to perform the services 
required. 
vision came from the House, it was an absolute 
denial, so far as it regarded the right of the Presi- 
dent to pny” any other than civilians. The 
Committee on Finance propose to give the Pres- 
ident discretionary power, so that he may take 
either civilians or military men. How that can 
be tortured into an absolute obligation on the part 
of the Executive-—— 

Mr. BAYARD. If the honorable Senator re- 
fers to me, that is exactly the ground I| take. I 
think it ought to be left to the Executive discre- 
tion. As the law now stands, it gives the Presi- 
deni that discretion. It ostracizes nobody. He 
may appoint a mechanic or an officer of the Army; 
but the House have agreed to a provision which 
we seek to strike out, and which disqualifies an 
officer of the Army. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


State of || Too 


| ment, propose to give the discretionary power to 


| the President, so that he may take either a civil- | 


| lan or an officer of the Army, and by concurring 
in that amendment we shall give that discretion. 


| L understand, then, that the Senator from Dela- | 


ware is in favor of that. 
| Mr. BAYARD. | am in favor of the recom- 
|, mendation of the committee. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then no one is opposed to it. 
| Let us vote. Time is much more important than 
|| the amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The honorable Senator from 
| Indiana declares that nobody is opposed to the 
| amendment. Well, sir, as far as I can speak for 
| myself, he is mistaken. | am opposed wit. I 

am in favor of the provision as it came from the 
| House. I do not think that military men are fit 
|| for this employment. 1 think they are very ex- 
pensive—much more so than any®ody else in our 
employment. They do everything upon a most 
expensive scale. They spend plenty of money 
for their own comfort and officers’ quarters, and 
'| very little for the public interest. if the Senator 
|| Supposes nobody is in favor of this provision in 
the bill, he is mistaken, I am one who favor that 
|| provision as it came from the House, and am 
|| against the recommendation of the committee. 

Mr. TOUCEY, (and others.) Soam I. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 1 ask for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. This is not the first time I 
|| have given my attention to this subject. This 
thing of opposing military superintendence of the 
armories has a local origin. Yes, sir, it origina- 
|| ted about Harper’s Ferry and Springfield; and 1] 
recollect in 1853, committees from those localities 
came here besieging Congress and making repre- 
sentations that were not true. I undertake to as- 
|| sume the responsibility of saying that they made 
representations which were not true. t that 
time my friend, Colonel Huger, was superintend- 
ent of the armory at Harper’s Ferry; and I recol- 
lect a respectable gentleman was superintendent of 
the armory at Springfield; and now | undertake 
to say that this proposition to exclude military 
gentlemen from the superintendency of those 
armories is an implied censure upon them. ‘The 
military superintendency is the system which has 
been in operation for some time; and has it not 
worked well? Why should it not work well? 
What temptation has a military man to see that 
the work is not well done? Surely, we can trust 
|| it to the soldier, who is under military responsi- 

bility, that the arms shall be made uniformly the 

best. He has no temptation to give way to the 

money-making spirit of the contract system. I 
'| Say it ig unjust to excludea military man from the 
—ppeninn if he should otherwise be fit for it; 
\)and yet I hear the Senator from Georgia {Mr. 
MBs] say that the very thing which he is in 
favor of, is to pass a law ostracizing and pro- 
scribing a class of persons who are more fit for 
the position, as experience has shown. I under- 
stand very well the temper in which this origina- 
ted, for | had a conference with those committees; 
and | understood the marked and positive manner 
with which they spoke of military gentlemen. I 
can see no reason for changing the system. So 
far from giving the superintendency to mere civil- 
ians, I would confine it exclusively to military 
men; but | am willing to leave it to the President, 
to select whom he pleases. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am in favor of that view of 
the subject which has been taken by the House of 


i 





I do not so understand it. As thepro- || Representatives. 1 think it is all moonshine to 


suppose that it is necessary to have a military offi- 
cer to superintend the making of muskets for the 
Army. I think I can demonstrate that view ofthe 
proposition. In the first place, all the ordnance of 
the United States is made by civilians, and we 
have no national armory for it, under the care of 
military officers. In the next place, all the side 
arms are made by civilians, by mechanics, and 
are not manufactured at public armories. In the 
next place, Mr. Colt, who invented the revolver, 
and has brought it into use in this country and in 
Europe, is the great armorer, so far as that arm 
is concerned, for the armies of this country and 
the armies of the eastern world, and he is a civil- 
ian: Now, all that is necessary is to have officers 
to test the arms in the armories, and let their man- 
ufacture be open to competition. If that shall be 


GLOBE. 


rom him his discretion; they never || Mr. BRIGHT. I so understand it. The Com- | done, there will Le no necessity for 


_ |p mittee on Finance, as | understand the amend- || of the Army into mechanics’ and a DR Officer, 
I have wished only to state to the Senate why it | . 
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| Representatives, by Mr. Forney, 
| announcing that they had passed a 
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relief of the legal representatives of John Po, 


in which they requested the concurrence Of th 
Senate. the 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL, 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole 
sumed the consideration of the Army appro = 
tion bill. Pris. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I shall only state one ¢ 
which may not be in the recollection of the Sen, 
ate. The legislation that took place here jn 1853 
was by general consent, intended to leaye 
matter in the mean time to the President, but .. 
tending, also, that there should bea commission, 
which was carried out. A commission was sent, 
and made an examination. It consisted of Chan. 
cellor Walworth, of New York; Andrew J. Ste 
venson, of Virginia; ex-Governor Steele, of New 
Hampshire; and Colonel Henry D. Smith, of {jj 
nois, who was a practical mechanic, and had been 
concerned, through the most of his life, in the 
construction of fire-arms. As I understand, they 
were unanimous in favor of the change, and j.. 
ported in favor of it. There were one or two mi). 
itary men—lI do not now remember the number— 
connected with the same commission, and they dis. 
sented from the report. The War Departmen, 
goes with the Army. That is the state of the 
case. 

Now, sir, I undertake to say that the provision 
which comes to us from the House of Represent. 
atives carries out the voice of the public with re. 
gard to these institutions. [am not willing, for 
one, in a purely mechanical establishment, where 
the whole knowledge of the subject belongs 1 
mechanical skill and experience, to put over the 
body of men there who are mechanics, and who 
are acting professionally, a military man who 
may bea perfect adept in war, and tn the use of 
fire-arms, but yet could not manufacture a fire. 
arm, or direct its manufacture without the aid of 
mechanical skill. 1 am not willing to subject cx- 
izens to military rule while acting in their own 
proper business. 

Mr. PEARCE. I should like to know wha 
the Senator from Connecticut means by * military 
rule’? being enforced over the mechanics in the 
armories ? 

Mr. TOUCEY. 1 will answer. I mean the 
military rule to which those men are subjected in 
those establishments. 

Mr. PEARCE. I say there is no * military 
rule’’ there. Thesuperintendency is exercised on 
the same principle, and under the same rules and 
regulations, whether you have a civil or military 
superintendent. There is no sach thing as “ mil 
tary rule’’ exercised over those men. The most 
of the armorers are mechanics; and the superin- 
tendent is put there witha general superintending 
power; but he exercises no military law. The 
difference between the two superintendencies 1s 
that the rules which exist by law and by the 
authority of the Department are enforced under 
one system, and not under the other. [| doubt 
very much whether it is necessary to — up the 
armories at all. We have now over six hundred 
thousand stand of arms. 

Mr. CASS. That is more than we want. 

Mr. PEARCE. And more than we shall want 
for a long series of years, probably. 

Mr.CASS. Willthe honorable Senator permit 
me to state that, [ think, it will be found, onan 
examination of the arsenals, that we have now &s 
large a stock of muskets as Napoleon had whea 
he went to Russia. 

Mr. PEARCE. That, 1 think, ought to be 
enough; but still allegations have been made here, 
in reply to which { desire to say a few words. 
Nobody has pretended to show to the Senate that 
there will be any increased economy by adopting 
the civil superintendency. It would be very esY 


to make that charge, if it weremade. But some 
thing has been said about the petitions which have 


been sent here, and the unanimous report of the 
civilians who were part of that commission. 5!" 
1 do not hesitate to say, that I would not give ® 
rush for their opinions. There was not one © 
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so far as | know, of equal authority with 
them hich we have on the other side. The law, 
eee stands, authorizes the President to se- 
oo cdher military men or civilians; and I have 


-onidence enough in that Executive, if his own || the subject. 


oy has not, to believe he will exercise his power 
per ntully and further, I have that confidence in 
~, Secretary of War, in his intelligence, his hon- 
= and his capacity to judge of this subject, 
yr 18 makes him, in my opinion, outweigh the 
vjmony of athousand such civilians as were on 
on commission. I know very well how this 
= is got up. I know how it was when the 
vivil superintendenc was put down in 1842. I 
sent, perhaps, to blush to say, but I know the 
fact that politicians at that day arrested the set- 
ing up of military superintendence because they 
wanted to make political machines of these na- 
tional armories. They complained that the Dem- 
oeratic party would not, as they heretofore had 
jone, use them as political agencies. They de- 
sired to do so still. Lam happy to say that the 
Whig Congress of that day had the honesty and 
courage to do their duty, and refuse to use these 
armories to stimulate, and gratify, and pander to 
an inordinate thirst for political place. 

[am told that on the list of petitioners who 
come from Springnelt there are not only the names 
of discharged armorers and disappointed appli- 
cants for the position, but rae SAY negroes have 
theirnames on it. I have been credibly informed, 
and believe itto be so. I will statea fact. 


citizens of Springfield. It is signed by forty-five 
persons. Qut of the forty-five there are twenty- 
fve who are ejther ex-armorers, who have lost 
their morsel of mammon, and are greedy to get it 
again, or candidates for the offices of superintend- 
entand military storekeeper, or employees, clerks, 
of one of the persons who is himself a candidate 
for one of those offices. 1 are 
papers on which this public opinion is gotup! I 
hope, therefore, no one will renew these clamors 
here. Hear what the Secretary of War says: 

“ Viewing the national armories as a pdrt of the military 
establishment of the country, I think it desirable to exclude 
from them the influence of party politics. Their superin- 
tendence by officers of the Army, it is hoped, will always 
secure such exclusion. Permanence of a good and com- 
pelent superintendent and the prompt removal of an incom 
petent one are equally desirable. The employment of 
Amy officers who do not owe their position to the success 
of political friends, and who can at any moment be trans- 
ferred to other duty, it is believed offers the most certain 
means of securing both these objects. A civil superintend 
ent, who owed his pproistment to political considerations 
would naturally feel his position to be temporary, and would 
rarely resist the importunity to bestow the subordinate 
places upon his political friends. ‘The end to be anticipated 
from this would be a deterioration in the character of the 
military weapons, upon the efficiency of which so mainly 
depends the military power of a country, and its triumphs 
or defeat, its glory or shame, in a period of war.” 


I need read no more than that. But gentlemen 
talk about the superior skill displayed in the pri- 
vate mahufactories of arms. It is very true that 
fancy arms are made in perfection at private 
armories; but it is equally true that a military 
man, with proper intelligence, is more qualified 
than any other man, to judge of the efficiency and 
proper construction of the weapon which he is to 
use in the field. That is a very different thing 
from the fancy weapon. In 1842 we changed the 
superintendency. Prior to that time, it was sup- 
posed by many persons that civilians invented 
much better arms than under military superin- 
tendence. Hall’s rifle, which was loaded at the 
breech, was invented, but it is now not used at 
all, A remarkably ingenious and skillful man got 
up Hall’s rifle, and filled the armories with it; but 
when takeff into action, it was found that it would 
not answer at all, and it was absolutely abandoned. 
lt is very true that our arms, under the civil 
Superintendency, were superior to the arms of 
Europe, as a general thing; but it is as true that 
our arms now are superior to what they were in 
1842, when the superintendence was changed. 
The ruperionity. keeps pace with the progress of 
time, e are still ahead of the arms of Europe; 
and I believe the arms of Europe are not to be 
compared with our own. .We have improved 
them; and we have diminished the cost since the 
establishment of the military superintendency. I 
do not know that it is asserted to the contrary. 

Mr. TOOMBS. How about the houses for 


officers to live in? 
Mr. PEARCE. I take it that if officers desire 
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I have || 
before me a letter addressed to this committee by || 


Those are the sort of || 


| Cass] well knows. 

| would Se prudent to have it in his power to choose | 
and select able men, whether military or civil, for || 

| the superintendency; and if I could 

time when he would have that power, I should || 


|in peace or war which justifies our passing such | 
. i} 
a censure as this, declaring that they are not fit to || 











to live in good houses, the civilians will desire the | 
same; and I rather think the former keep the | 
establishments in a greatdeal better order. lam 
satisfied of it from all | have read and heard on 


reason for changing this system except it is to 
throw it into the general scramble which seems 


| 


} 
| 
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of the law, so as to leave the discretion to the Pres- 
ident to select the superintendents from either 
civil or military life hold this principle of re- 











| striction to be entirely unjust and injurious. It 
. : : 1 
I do not believe there is a solitary |) 


is attempted to be represented here as if this were 


| the action of the mechanical interest of the éowh- 


| try opposed to the militar 


now to be the object in this country. I should || 
like to have one green spot on the face of the || 


earth, if no more. Let us keep party politics, if | 
we can, out of the national armories. God knows 
what Administration may come in hereafter. | 
Many things happen, and great disappointments | 
are incurred, as the Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
I have no doubt he thinks it 


fancy the 
very cheerfully leave it to him, as well as to the 
present President, to make that selection. Cer- 
tainly, sir, there is no good reason for making the | 
change. Besides, what propriety is there in com- | 





pelling the President to appoint civilians? It os- | 


tracizes military men. They have done nothing | 


| 


be at the head of establishments which are a part 


of the military system of the country. I know 


nothing to justify our casting such a censure upon | 

them; and I trust the Senate will not agree to it. 
Mr. CLAY. Before the Senator from Mary- 

land takes his seat, I desire him to answer me 


two questions for information. 


| 
additional pay for that service ? 
Mr. PEARCE. [I believe not. 


Mr. CLAY. Then | desire to know whether | 


the civilians who are candidates for the office pro- || 


pose to serve for the honor or pay? 

Mr. PEARCE. I suppose they would hold | 
honor in the same estimation as Jack Falstaff did. | 
(Laughter. ]} 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MALLORY. When this question came 
before the Senate, on a former occasion, I voted 
against it, and since that time I have given some 
little attention to the subject. If any Senator has 
doubts about the facts involved upon the other 
side of the question, from reading the report of 
the House committee, I recommend him to give 
a glance at the able statement which the Hon. | 
Mr. Kerr, of South Carolina, made as a mi- 
nority report. He has accumulated a vast quan- 
tity of facts, and disclosed, which has not yet | 
been mentioned here, that a large number of the 
rein at Springfield have come forward vol- 
untarily and appealed to Congress to make no | 
change in what they denominated the admirable | 
system prevailing there at this time. They sub- | 
scribe their names, and the armorer gives us his | 
affidavit that the signatures were obtained by | 
himself with others. As the honorable Senator | 
from Connecticut [Mr. Toucer] has referred to | 
the report of the commission lately appointed, I | 
will say that when this subject was bruached in 
1841, Mr. Charles Davis, so welt known as a | 
men of science, and two other highly respectable | 
gentlemen were appointed a board of examination, 
and they reported unanimously in favor of the | 
military superintendence. I will also say that | 
the matter underwent a thorough investigation in 
the House in 1842, and that Mr. Goggin, of Vir- | 
ginia, made a report in favor of it. It 1s the most | 
effective system, because it produces a better arm | 
at a lower price than was done under the civil | 
superintendency. We have not before us one 
fact which prudent men, in private life, would be | 

overned by, in changing the superintendency. | 
The committee disclose the 
testimony upon which the House have acted in 
the matter has been obtained from persons directly 
interested in it. 


Mr. ADAMS 








I only wish to say that I un- | 


| derstand the House have refused, by a large ma- | 
| 


that, I beg 
leave to make a few remarks on this question. | 


jority, to concur in our resolution in regard to the 
time of adjournment. 
Mr. BAYARD. Notwithstandi 


When it was under consideration before, as the 


fact that much of the | 


} 


} 
| 





| chanic. 


| 


organization. There 
is nothing of the kind in the case. It is purely a 
local matter. It is one in which the vast mass of 
the mechanics of the country have no interest. If 
the CS ke of restriction is justifiable or right, 
carry it further. If gentlemen adhere to it, let 
them carry it to its full extent. 


Is a carpenter fit 
to be the superintendent? 


No; but he is a me- 
Ie a tailor fit to be the superintendent ? 
No; yet he isa mechanic. Is a lawyer? fsa 
merchant? Isadoctor? No. None of them is 
fit to be a superintendent in one of the armories. 
If gentlemen go for this restrictive principle, in 
the selection of officers, and say they must be 
selected from a particular class of men, let them 
carry it to its proper extent, and say that none but 
an armorer or gun-smith, shall be appointed by 
the President of the United States. That is the 
extent to which their doctrine should go, or it is 
untenable altogether. 

Mr. HOUSTON. From the noise prevailing 
in the Chamber, I have not found it possible to 
hear what has been said in the discussion, and, 
therefore, I may repeat what has been already 
said. [| investigated this subject some sessions 
since, and came to the conclusion that it was 


| proper to place the armories under the manage- 
f ! [ wish to ask, || 
| whether the military superintendents receive any 


ment of civilians. I have this session had an op- 
en of reviewing the report made in the 
Louse of Representatives upon it; and from all 


| the lights contained in that, assuming that the 


alleged facts which support it are true, it has only 
confirmed me more certainly in my former opin- 
ion that it ought to be given to civilians, and that 
they ought to exercise the control of it under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. I think it is 
no complement to an officer in the line of the army 
or in the staff to detail him to mechanical or civil 
duties. His service is either necessary in the line 
or staff of the Army, or he is not in his proper 
sphere and his service is unnecessary. Civilians 
are the best practical men in matters of business 





of this kind as mechanics. Officers of the Army 
may be wr scientific and skilled in it theoreti- 
cally, but they have not that practical know- 
ledge—— 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire to put the Senator 
one question. 1 understand he can answer as a 
military man, and, therefore, he can give me in- 
formation on this point. What is the duty of an 
ordnance officer? Is it not connected with the 
preparation of arms? 

Mr} HOUSTON. It is to take care of the 
arms when prepared, and see that they are kept 
in proper order; that they are constructed of good 
material, and are fit for efficient service when the 
are to be used. That is the business of an orj- 
nance officer. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. While on this subject, I 
desire to put a question to my friend from Texas. 
If we adopt the provision which comes to us from 
the House, will not the armories be under the su- 





i 


| 
} 
| 


perintendence and control, under the existing laws, 
of the Colonel of Ordnance? 

Mr. HOUSTON. It would be very proper 
that he should become the inspector of these vari- 
ous armories. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
tary rule? = ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is under military inspec- 
tion. The mechanics and contractors have to con- 
form to the inspection, or their work is thrown 
upon them, and they will meet the reprehension 
that is due to their incapacity or neglect of on 
but that does not assume, as | understend it, th 
the officers are the most competent persons. 
Their attention has been drawn to science; but 
the mechanics are the men who have been atten- 
tive to the practical operation of mechanics, and 
not to theory alone. For this reason, without 
any change of opinion, without having had any 
conversation on the eubject this session with any 
member of the Senate or House of Representa- 
tives, or with any lobby member or person con- 
nected with the armory, 1 am established in m 


Is it not then under mili- 





law then stood, it required the appointment of mil- | opinion that it is proper to give the superintend- 
itary superintendents. I thought the restriction | 


then wrong, and voted in favor of the alteration 


| ence to civilians, as it has prospered under their 


| administration with the guidance and general 
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direction of the War Department, and the inspec- 
tion of ordnance officers in former times. I shall 
continue of the opinion that I now entertain, until 
beiter lights are given to me; and I shall vote, in 
acc@rdance with those I now have, for the civil- 
1A08. 

Mr. CASS. I shall not detain the Senate. | 
merely want to observe that we have certain staffs 
and departments here to supervise our Army. We 
have the ordnance department, and the fortifica- 
tion department, the engineer, the quartermaster, 
and the commissary departments. Officers from 
the military academy are taken and put into the 
several departments. They belong there. They 
understand their duties. They are detailed for 
that service; and the interest of the Government 
is, that they should watch over that service. There 
is nota word to be said against the superintend- 
ence of the armories by officers of the ordnance 
department, that cannot be said against the super- 
intendence of forts by engineer officers, You may 
say let them give you their plans, and then let 
them go on under the command of civilians; you 
may say of the quartermaster’s department, that 
all the persons eR under it should be under 
the command of civilians; so of the commissary 
department; so of every branch of the Army; and 
what then becomes of your staff? What are they 
todo? If the ordnance department has nothing 
to do with ordnance, ypu had better disband it. 


NS 


If the engineer department has nothing to do with | 


fortifications, disband them; and so on with every 
branch of the service. 

I have heard imputations upon the officers of 
the Army. ILregret it. I believe that a more in- 
telligent, able, honest, faithful body of officers 
were never in theservice; and, thank Providence, 
recent events have shown that they know how to 
do their duty with credit to themselves and honor 
to the country. The defalcation of a military 
officer, on the books of your Treasury, is a sta- 

‘ tistical fact almost unknown in the history of your 
country. I have had some opportunity to ex- 
amine, and | do not know that there is one. I do 
not say that there is not; but I say they are very 
rare. 

What are the allegations made against the mil- 
itary superintendent? That he isa tyrant. Heis 
not compelled to stay there. You will not deny, 
nobody will deny, that the superintendent should 
see the work carried on faithfully. It is his duty. 
He is there for that; and the officers of the ord- 
nance department can judge of the nature of arms 
better than anybody else. It is for their interest, 
character, and reputation to have them properly 
made. Everything they have is connected -with 
it. LT repeat, | do not see the evil if the superin- 
tendent requires the persons under him to do their 
duty faithfully. He only does his duty when he 
does that. I do not understand how he can ty- 
rannize in this country any more than a civilian. 
I do not know why he should have any more 
reason to do so. have not heard a word of 
complaint about military superintendence except 
from the two armories at Springfield and Harper’s 
Ferry. I have heard none from the forts—not a 
syllable in my own portion of the country, where 
we have arsenals and forts; and [ cannot but 
think, Mr. President, that there is a great deal in 
what has been said, that there is a popular clamor 
about those particular places for particular pur- 
— So believing, and believing that the pub- 
ic interest will be best secured by adhering to the 
present system, I shall vote in favor of the amend- 
ment to strike out the provision of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not know that the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Michigan intended to im- 
ply that I had cast any reflection upon the officers 
of the Army. 

Mr. CASS. Not at all. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Because I vertainly intended 
nothing but compliment to those officers. There 
is no Senator who entertains a higher estimate of 
them than I do, as gentlemen of propriety, of so- 
briety, of gallantry, of bravery; but I think it is 
not consistent with their duties to detail them, and 
appropriate all their talents to the construction of 
arms, when mechanics are found competent to do 
it. When no improvement, through the channel 
of invention, that | have heard of, has reached us 
in consequence of military gentlemen being at the 
head of the armories—when no reflection is in- 
tended to be cast upon the officers by withholding 
the superintendency from them—and when, in the 











outset, we succeeded well in the construction of | tives ? 


necessity for establishing the rule that the military || 


| alone shall have charge of it, and exert what was 


formerly accorded to civilians. Why, sir, it has | 
now come to this, that all the money that is ap- || 
propriated by Congress for the construction of 
| public works, | believe, is to be placed under a 
oulitary officer, and he is detailed for the express 
purpoee of disbursing the public money and super- 
vising the public works. In appropriations to the 
Army for the defense of the country, with all the 
accomplishments that pertain to military gentle- 
men, lam for according to them the object for 
which my are appointed, and to which they have 
been detailed; but | am for having another sphere 
unoccupied by them, and permitting civilians, 


/am not for permitting civilians to usurp the rights 
of officers of the Army, or interfere with them in 
| the discharge of duties pertaining to their sphere; 


whenever they can be successful in executing the || 
| desires of the Government, or meeting its expecta- || 
| uons, to fillthe sphere proper to themselves. I || 


/nor do | think it is necessary to thrust military || 


gentlemen upon civilians to displace them from || 
1} 


their rightful and appropriate sphere, and incom- 


| 


mode those who are qualified for the discharge of || 


| duties which should not be assigned to military | 
men. For this reason, and this alone, I shall vote 
against the amendment. I do not know the gen- 
tilemen who is in charge of either armory; nor do 
I know those whom the President would place 
there; and being ignorant of this, | view the sub- | 

ject as it is presented to me, and vote according 

| to my apprehension of the propriety of assigning 








to civilians that branch of our military defense 
| which properly pertains to mechanics, and not to | 
| the range of science assigned to the purely mili- 
| tary arm of the service. 
| Mr. TOUCEY. Ishall not be drawn into any | 
| debate in regard to the supposed abuses at either | 
| of the armories. 
| that subject, they will remain uninformed by any- 
| thing which may be got from me. I shail 
| make any reflection upon the officers of the Army; 
but I shall reply to the honorable Senator from | 
| Maryland, [Mr. Pearce,] that! do not regard the | 
| Army as the only bright spot in the United States. | 
| 1 say that this is purely a civilemployment. I say 


| in the construction of fire-arms, any officer, at his | 
| Congress. It is contrary to the former law; and 
| L say again, that the private establishments which | 
| are under civil superintendence are now, in regard | 
to improvements and in regard to the standard | 
| which they require for the acceptance of arms 
manufactured, far ahead of the public armories. 
The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted—yeas 23 nays 25; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Renja- 
| min, Bright, Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Clay, Dawson, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Jones of Tennessee, 
Mallory, Msson, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, and Walker—23. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Chase, Cooper, Dodge 
| of lowa, Douglas, Foot, Gilleue, Houston, James, Johnson, 
Jones of Lowa, Norris, Pettit, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Seward, Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, 





| 
j 





So the amendment was rejected. 


| The next amendment was in the third section 
of the bill, to insert the word8 ‘‘ and properly,’’ | 
after ** actually,’’ as follows: 


War be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to ex- 
fornia in the suppression of Indian hostilities, &c. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. STUART. 





| by inserting, after the appropriation for the survey 
| of the northern and northwestern lakes, the fol- 
| lowing: 

For an iron steamer to be used in the survey of the north- 


ern and northwestern lakes, including Lake Superior, under 
the War Department, $50,000. 


amine into and ascertain the amount of expenses incurred, | 
and now actually and properly paid by the State of Cali- | 


I am instructed by the Com- | 
| mittee on Commerce to move to amend the bill | 
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ee —_ 


desire to say that a survey of the lakes has 


/ an appropriation in the bill for continuin 
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TEREST iie Loco te 
Was this amendment submitted to th, 


arms under the guidance of civilians, | can see no || House? 


Mr. STUART.. It was not. 


Mr. CASS. Before the question is voted on, | 
' 


going on for some time. It is a very aoe 


work. The boat which they have had heretos, 
is not in a fit condition to carry it on. There ie 
vey. The War Departmentdeclares —. 
purpose of continuing it, this steamer js ease : 
ually necessary. If you do not mean to stop ae 
survey, the steamer must behad. It is a mere 
quesuon as to whether you will abandon the work 
or not. 

Mr. PRATT. I will simply remark, that | 
suppose the fact of the wantof this steamer must 
have been known when the bill was before the 
House. If it was a proper amendment to be 
placed in it, it should have been sent to the bod 
in which the bill originated, where they would 
have had time—which we have not now—to cop. 
sider its propriety. I have voted for no amend. 
ments, and shall vote for none, where the matter 
was known to the Department, and was not sub 
mitted to the other House in which the bill ori. 
ginated. ; 

Mr. STUART. I certainly shall not undertake, 


| at this time, to go into any lengthy debate on this 


mul |} 


| in the bill by the House, it should not be put in 


| that now the President has authority, under the | 
law, to send to superintend the civilians engaged || 


own will and pleasure, without the consent of | 


Wade, Weller, and Williams—25. || 
| 
] 
| 


| Sc. 3, And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 








I will only say that that is recommended by the 
Secretary of War, and is necessary to carry out 
the surveys. 

Mr. PRATT. I desire to make one inquiry. 
Were these amendments which are now being 
proposed, on the recommendation of the Depart- 
ments, submitted to the House of Representa- 


|; & minute. 


| 


14 
| 
1] 


| 
| 
| 


If Senators are not informed on || 


| 


| 





] 


| head, Cass, Chase, Clay, Dodge of lowa, 


subject. I do not intend to detain the Senate 

The argument of the Senator from 
Maryland, if adopted by the Senate, will make it 
necessary to abolish yrs committee you have, 
This subject has been fully and carefully consid- 
ered by the Committeeon Commerce. They have 
inquired of the Secretary of War in regard to it, 
and [ hold in my hand his letter, in which he 
says that to carry out this service properly, if an 
appropriation is made to continue the survey, the 
steamer is necessary. The House have made an 
appropriation to continue the work; and the Sec- 
retary of War says the steamer is necessary to 
carry iton. {do not know with what propriety 
it can be said that, if an appropriation is not put 


atall. You had better do away with the Senate, 

Mr. PRATT. I do not want to be misunder- 
stood. I said no such thing. What I said was 
that whenever the Department desired an appro- 
priation of public money, the estimate should be 
sent to the House in which the bill originated, so 
that they could consider of its propriety. 1 did 
not say that when the House, upon such esti- 
mates being properly submitted, have refused to 
make the appropriation, that the Senate should 
concur with the House. 

On a division, less than a majority of a quorum 
voted for the amendment. 

Mr. STUART called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. Ass. If the question related to the coast 
survey, there would be no difficulty. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Brod- 


n 
Fessenden, Fish, 


| Foot, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, James, Jones of lowa, Mal- 


Jory, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, Toucey, Wade, 
Walker, Weller, and Williams—-27. 

NAYS—Messers. Adams, Brown, Dawson, Evans, Fitz- 
patrick, Joues of Tennessee, and Pratt—7. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secre- 
tary, announcing that he had this day approved 
and signed the following acts: 


An act to establish Cairo, in the State of Illi- 


, nois,a port of delivery; 


An act to authorize the State of Wisconsin to 
select the residue of the lands to which that State 
is entitled under the act of the 8th of August, 
1846, and to aid in the improvement of the Fox 
and Wisconsin rivers; ’ 

An act to amend the provisions of the fifty-sixth 
section of the act to regulate the collection of duties 
on Looe and tonnage, approved the 2d March, 
1799; 

An act for the relief of Sylvanus Culver; 

An act to incorporate the National Hotel Com- 
pany, of Washington city; 

An act establishing San Pedro, in the State of 
California, a port of entry and delivery; : 
An act to vest in the several States and Terri. 
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«the title in fee of the lands which have been, 
nay Dey certified to them; 
» residue of the lands to which she is enti- 
ler the act of the 2d of March, 1827, grant- 
4 to aid that State in opening a canal to 
cor the waters of the Illinois river with those 
‘ke Michigan; and : 
, act authorizing the extension of the Alex- 


.and Washington railroad into the District | 


olumbia, and conferring certain privileges on 
-paltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. 


CAPTAIN INGRAHAM. 
\ message was received from the House of 


nonresentatives, by Mr, Forney, their Clerk, an- | 


neung thatthe House had agreed to the amend- 
sof the Senate to the resolution of the House 
of thanks of Cea and the presentation of a 
-edal to Captain Duncan M. Ingraham. 


POST OFFICE BILL. 
Themessage also announced that the House in- 
wed on their disagreement to certain amendments 


‘he Senate to the bill making appropriations for 
» service of the Post Office Department during 


» fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1855; | 


eed to the conference asked by the Senate on 
» e disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
.. vill, and had appointed Mr. Hisparp of New 
Hampshire, Mr. Appreton of Massachusetts, 
sod Mr. Vansant of Maryland, managers at the 
same On their part. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
cymed the consideration of the Army appropria- 
t bill. 

“Mr. WELLER. In the absence of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, [Mr. 


Syreips,] who has been called away by the sick- | 


nes of his colleague in the other House, I am 


< rueted to offer several amendments to the bill. | 


The first is to insert: 

For the sword ordered to be presented to Brevet Major 
Geral John E. Wool by a joint resolution approved Jan- 
uary 24, 1854, $1,500, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. The next is to insert: 


For completing the Mendota and Big Sioux river road, in | 


accordance with the estimate of the Secretary of War, 
$2475 58, to be expended under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Me. WELLER. The next is to insert: 


For the purchase of a site and the construction of an 
arsenal at Benicia, California, $93,485. 


rhe amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EVANS. I should like to know why we 
ere giving away nearly a hundred thousand dol- 


s for an arsenal without knowing something | 


about it. 
mittee? 


Mr. WELLER. The nextamendment which 


I have is to insert: 


That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be, 
ind they are hereby, directed in the settlement of the ac- 

iitof Captain Joseph Foster, assistant quartermaster 
0 the United States Army, to receive parole testimony of 
(\-bursemenuts made by him as such assistant quartermas- 
(rr. in lieu of vouchers for such disbursements which were 
iestrayed by fire in the eity of San Francisco, on the 4th 
of May, A. D. 1851; and that upon the testimony so taken, 

“ulisfactory to the Department, the accounts of said as- 
sistant quartermaster shall be audited and settled accord- 
lig to prineiples of equity and justice: Provided, The sum 
alowed shall not exceed the balance now due from said 
Foster to the Treasury. * 


Why have we not the report of a com- 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, [Mr. Bricur.] | 
The Chair will suggest that that appears to be a | 


private claim. 

Mr? WELLER. It merely authorizes the De- 
pariment to receive parole evidence in lieu of 
vouchers which were destroyed by fire. It is 
necessary to have the accounts settled. 

Mr.GWIN. They cannot progress with the 
setilement of his accounts without it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. The next amendment is to 
add the following: 


“int be it further enacted, That the provision of the first 
feclon of the act entitled “An act making appropriations 
‘or the support of the Army for the year ending the 30th 
June, 1861,” approved September 28, 1850, granting extra 
Pay lo Officers and enlisted men of the Army serving in 
Oregon and California, be extended to the officers and men 
composing the garrison of Fort Laramie, on the Oregon 


‘et to authorize the State of Illinois to se- 














route, for the same period of time as was allowed by the 
sixth section of the act of March 3, 1853, to the officers and 


| men of two companies of a regiment of mounted riflemen 
| that garrisoned Fort Laramie ; and that the provisions of 


| the same section of the same act be also extended two the 
| officers and men composing the escort of the Mexican 
| boundary commission, while they were serving as such 





| allowances. 


escort. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. I now offer an amendment 
which is somewhat detailed. It is a bill which 
was passed by the Senate some time ago, but 
never acted upon by the House, commonly known 
in this body by the name of the retired list bill— 


a bill providing for retiring disabled officers of the | 


Army: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That if any commis 
sioned officer of the Army shall have become incapable of 
performing the duties of his office, as provided in the second 
section of this act, he shall, as provided in the second sec- 
tion of this act, be placed upon a retired list, and withdrawn 
from active service and command, with the pay proper of 
the highest rank held by him at the time, whether by staff, 
regimental, or brevet commission, and the service rations 
to which he may then b@ entitled, but without any other 
Aud the officer nextin rank shall be promoted 
to the place of the retired officer, according to the hereto 


| fore established rule of the service ;, and the same rule of 
| promotion shall be applied successively to the vacancies 


consequent upon the retirement Of an officer, as herein pro- 
vided: Provided, That if the disability result from wounds 


| received in action, the pay proper of the retired officer shall 


be that of his highest rank by brevet or otherwise. 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That, to carry out 
the provisions of this act, whenever any officer of the Army, 


| who may be incapacitated as heretofore recited, shall vol- 


untarily apply to be retired from active service, or, on being 


| ordered to perform the duties appropriate to his commis 


sion, shall report himself unable to comply with such or- 
der, or whenever, in the judgment of the President of the 


|| United States, an officer of the Army shall have become 


in any way, ineapacitated from performing the duties of 
his office, the President, at his discretion, shall direct the 
Secretary of War to refer the case of such officer to an 
Army board, to be composed of not more than nine, nor 


less than five commissioned officers, to be detail d from | 





those of superior rank to him whose case is under consid- | 
eration, as far as his grade and the interest of the service |} 


will permit; and the said board shall determine upon the | 


case referred to them, and their opinion thereon, with a rec- 


ord of the proceedings, shall be transmitted to the Secre- | 


tary of War, to be laid before the President for his approval 
or disapproval. If, in the judgment of the board, the officer 
be considered inc. pacitated for active service, the board 
will report whether, in their opinion, the disability was 
occasioned by age—the result of many vears’ faithful ser- 
vice, by wounds received in the line of duty, or by expo 
sure in service ; or whether the disability is to be traced to 
vicinus habits, or to exposure unconnected with official 
duty. If, in their judgment, the disability was incurred in 
the line of duty, and the President approve such judgment, 
the disabled officer shall thereupon be placed upon the list 
of retired officers according to the provisions of this act; 
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confined to officers when on duty, or on leave of absence 
who shall have left their post by reason of wounds received, 
or disease coutracted, in the line of their duty, or for tie 
time regularly allowed by the general régulations of the 
Army, and that officers absent from duty under any other 
circumstances, or for a time exceeding the regular leave of 
absence, shall only be entutled tu the pay proper of their 
respective grades. 

Sec. —. ~ind be it further enacted, That the surgeon 
general and paymaster general of the army shail be allowed 
the pay and emoluments of a colonel. 

Sec. —. ind be it further enacted, That every soldier, 
who, having been honorably discharged from the service 
ot the United States, shall, within one month thereatter, 
reéniist, shall be en'ithed to two dollars per month in addi- 


| tion to the ordinary pay of his grade, for the first period 


of five years after the expiration of his previous enlistment, 
and a further sum of one dollar per month for each sueces- 
sive period of five years, so long as he shall remain contin- 
uously in ube Army; and that soldiers now in the Army, 


| who have served one or more enlistments, and been honor- 
| ably discharged, shall be entitled to the benefits herein pro- 


vided for a second enlistment. 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That soldiers who 
served in the war with Mexico, and received a certificate 


| of merit for distinguished services, as well those now in 
| the Army as those that may hereafter enlist, shall receive 
| the two dollars per month to which that certificate would 


| have entided them had they remained continuously in the 
| service. 


Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That non-commis- 
sioned Officers who, under the authority of the seventeenth 
section of the act approved March 3, 1847, were recom- 
mended for promotion by brevet to the lowest grade of eom- 
missioned officer, but did not receive the benefit of that 


| provision, shall be enttled, under tie condition recited in 


the foregoing section, t> the additional pay authorized to 
be given to such privates as received certificates of merit. 

Sec. —. And oe it further enacted, That the President 
of the United states be, and he is hereby, authorized, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, to confer the 
brevet of second lieutenant upon such meritorious non- 
commissioned officers, as may, under regulations to be es- 
tablished, be brought befure an Army board, composed of 
fuur officers of rank, specially convened for the purpose, 
and be tound qualified tor the duties of commissioned off 
cers; aud to attach them to regiments, as supernumerary 
officers, according to the provisions of the fourth section 
of the act approved April 29, L312, entitled * An act making 
further provision for the corps of engineers ”’ 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the allowance 
to soldiers employed at work on fortifications, in surve: s, 
in cutting reads, and other constant labor, of not less than 
ten days, authorized by the act approved March 2, 1=19, 
entitled ** An act to regulate the pay of the Army when 
employed ou fatigue duty,’? be increased to twenty five 


| cents per day for men employed as laborers and teamsters, 


and forty cents per day when employed as mechanics, at 


|| all stations east of the Rocky Mountains, and to thirty-five 


but if the board are of opinion that the disability was the | 


result of vicious habits, or of exposure unconnected with 
official duty, and the President concur in that opinion, then 
the disabled officer may, at the discretion of the President, 
be dropped from the rolis of the Army. 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That whenever the 
President shall deem it advisable to cause an officer who 
bas been wiihdrawn froin active service and retired from 


the line of promotion, as herein provided, to be placed on | 
any duty not ince mpatible with his condition, such officer | 


shall, for the time he may be so employed, be entitled to 
all the pay and allowances of the grade with which he was 
retired trom -ervice. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. I haveanother amendment, 
which is also a bill that passed the Senate, and 
was sent to the House sometime ago, providing for 
the increase of the compensation of the officers and 
soldiers of the Army. The House of Represent- 
atives have passed a bill of their own increasing 
the pay of the privates, but leaving the compensa- 
tion of the officers untouched. We have thought 
proper to present the original bill which passed 
this body, and which is one of vast importance. 
There have been some modifications made in it: 


Sec. —. nd be it further enacted, That the monthly 
pay proper of the several grades of the Army, hereinafter 
enumerated, shall be at the following rates: A major gen- 
eral, $265; a brigadier general, 3165; a colonel 3135; a 
lieutenant colonel, $115; a major, $95; a captain of cav- 
alry, $85; a captain of artillery and infantry, 375; a first 
lieutenant of cavalry, $65; a first lieutenant of artillery 
and infantry, 357; a second lieutenant of cavalry, $55; 
a second lieutenant of artillery and iutantry, $47; a cadet, 
$33; a sergeant of eng:neers, $32; a sergeant major, 
qnartermaster-sergeant, principal musician, chief bugler, 
principal farrier, and ordnance sergeant, $23; to each 
first sergeant of a company of d 8, mounted rifie- 
nen, artillery, and infantry, $21; to all other sergeants 
of those arms, 3'8 ; to a corporal of engineers, 318; to a cor- 
poral of dragoons and mounted riflemen, $19; to a corpo- 
ral of artillery and infantry, 913; to a farrier, black«mith, 
saddler, and urtificer of dragoons, mounted riflemen, and 
artillery, $15; to abugler of dragoons and mounted rifle- 
men, $12; to a musician of artillery and infantry, 311 ; to 
a privaie of engineers, $12; to a private of dragoons and 
mounted riflemen, $11; and toa private of artiliery and in- 
fantry, $10: Provided, That the existing allowances shal! be 


cents and fifty cents per day, respectively, whea the men 


| are employed at stations West of those mountains. 


Sec. —. nd be t& further enucted, That the provisions 
of the first section of the act granting pensions to the 


| widows and orphans of persons dying in the naval service, 


approved August 1), 1848, be extended to the widows and 


| Orphans of officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, 


and soldiers of the Army of the United States, including 


| volunteers and militia, mustered into the service of the 
|} United States. 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That, in addition to 


| the number of cadets authorized by the existing laws, there 


| 


shall be appointed two from each State. 


Mr. ADAMS. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon that amendment. It is a very important 
one, voting away millions of dollars. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. I voted for this as a separate 
and independent bill. I shall not vote for itasan 
amendment here. The practice of attempting to 


| turn every appropriation bill into a bill for legis- 


lation is growing to an alarming extent. I shall 
vote against this without reference to the propriety 


| of the bill for which | voted; for | cannot consent 


|atpr from Delaware. 
| against putting amendments increasing salaries 


to legislate in this manner. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. I agree with the Sen- 
[ have uniformly voted 


on the general appropriation bills. It has a bad 


| tendency to legrsiate in that manner; and anxious 
,as I am to increase the compensation of the offi- 


cers and soldiers, | shall be compelled to go against 


| this, though at the proper time | should support 


it. It is due to the Senator who offers the amend- 


; ment, that I should state that | have uniformly 
voted against such amendments. 


i 


Mr. WELLER. I have me this remark to 
make. I believe the merits of the amendment 
have been fully discussed by the Senate, for it is 
substantially in the form in which it heretofore 
passed the Senate. The excuse which the com- 
mittee have in offering it in this shape is, that, 
under the rules of the House of Representatives, 
they have been wholly unable to obtain any action 
upon the bill; and as they regard it as very im- 
portant to the country, in order to preserve the 
Army and make it what it should be, they have 
considered it necessary to offer it as an amend- 
ment to this bill. We believe that, by the passage 


eri)! 
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_————- 


of the amendment, the Army will be made what | Secretary of War, they should do so. It is the | 
;| Only place where fraudulent claims can be de- | 


the country desires it should be—eflicient. 

Mr. DAWSON. The lowest clerks in your 
Departments receive about twelve times as much 
as a private soldier in the Army. We have 


percent.,and yet tt seems that the pay of the 
officers and soldiers of the Army of the United 
States cannot be increased; but they are to subsist 
upon arms and hard service. I hope the amend- 
ment will be agreed to. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yens 20, nays 14; as follows: 


Y EAS—-Meesrs. Atchison, Benjamin, Brodhead, Butler, 
Clay, Dawson, Fessenden, Fish, Houston, Johnson, Jones 
of Tenvessee, Mason, Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, Stidell, 


Thompson of Kentueky, Thomson of New Jersey, Walker, | 


and Weller—20. 
NAYS—Messra. Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brown, Chase, 


Rockwell, Toombs, and Wade—14. 
So the amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. WELLER. The next amendment which 


i have to offer is to carry out the provision of an 
existing law: 


lad be it further enacted, That the amount whieh may 
be found neceseary to pay, under the act of 27th March, 
IN4, the widows and orphans of the United States troops 
who perished by the recent disaster to the steamship San 
Franeixeo, be paid out ef any money in the Treasury, not 
otherwise appropriated, and the proper accounting officers 
of the ‘Treasury Department be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized and directed to cause the balance dae, on the books 
of the Treasury, on account of the advanee of pay to offi- 
cers of the United States Army, whose widows or children 


if 


tected. I know that there have been fraudulent 


the board pursue a cautious course, unless they 


| avail themselves of all the testimony, which can 
be obtained nowhere else than in that State, there | 


| 


\j 


( lent, tramped-up ones, which] know to be in ex- | 


i] 
if 
H 
| 


} 
' 
| 


may be entitled to the benefits of the second section of || 


said act of 27th Mareh, 1854. 
The amendment was agreed to 


Mr. WELLER. I have still another amend- 
ment in regard to the board of officers appointed 
by the act passed in 1852, to examine certain 
claims in California; 


And he it further enacted, That the board of officers ap- 
pointed under the sixth section of the act making appro- 
priations for tbe support of the Army for the year ending 
Jeme 30, 1853, approved August 31, 1652, is hereby author- 
ized and directed, in addition to the powers and duties 
alrendy conferred upon it, to extend ita examination to 
claims @rising from the destruction of property by the troops 
serving under the command of Lieutenant Colonel John C, 


Frémont, in Catifornia, in the years 1846 and 1847, by his | 


orders, #3 well os for the destruction of property by the 
enemy, caused by the oceupaney of the claimants’ prem- 
ises by the said troops; that the said board is empowered 
fo examine witnesses under oath, and take testimony, if 


necessary, in California or elsewhere ; that for the payment 


of the claime beretofore reported favorably upon by the 


board, including that numbered 197, being the claim of | 


Santiago Arguello, and amounting to #11,548, and for the 
compensation of the members of said board, for their period 
of service as such, at a rate not exceeding $3,000 per 
annum, each, deducting therefrom their Ariny pay, the sum 
of @159,500, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated’; 
and thatthe Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 


and direeted to pay to the treasurer of said board, out of 


any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
sum of $9,000 for contingent expenses of said board, in- 


cluding their office rent, clerk hire, stationery, fuel, pay- | 
ment of witness fees duly summoned to the board, at rates || 
pot exceeding those paid by the United States district court 

in California, or elsewhere, as the case may be, and the | 


traveling expenses of said board not exceeding sixteen cents 

per mile to each wember, and other incidental expenses. 
Mr. BAYARD. l ask for the yeas and nays 

on the amendment. If this bill is to be turned 

into an omnibus, | want to see the vote upon it. 
‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. WELLER. I have not heard what the | 


objection of the honorable Senator from Delaware 
was. From the position in which he usually 


stands, it is utterly impossible to hear him. I | 
will state, however, that this board was organized | 
onthe 3)st of August, 1852. They have had claims | 


presented to them to the amount of $855,803. 
They have suspended and ruled out $411,000. 
There have been withdrawn and paid $170,000; 


rejected $153,933; and finally passed, $129,000. | 


All that the amendment proposes is, that the 


board shail have authority to sit in the State of | 
California for the purpose of taking testimony in — 
connection with these claims. I stated to the Sen- | 
ate, on a former day, that in my judgment, un- | 


less the board were sent to the State of California 
there was great danger that a very large amount 
of fraudulent claims would be allowed; that that 
was the only place ef which | had any knowledge 
where the proof could be obtained that would 
enable the beard to pass in a proper manner upon 
them. Lundertake to say, therefore, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that the only question presented is, whether 
the authority shall -be given to the board to sit in 








} 
j 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 


' 


is great danger of a large amount of mone 
filched from the Treasury. It is, therefore, to 
protect the public Treasury that I have proposed 
this amendment; and you will allow me to say, 
also, Mr. President, that the committee have care- 


being | 


| 





fully examined the report made by this board of | 


commissioners at the present session of Con- 
gress. They seem to have examined the claims 
with very great care; and | may say that | know 


| of no court which could have investigated them 
Dodge of lowa Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillewe, Peuit, || 


better. I am glad that they have done so, because 
1 am anxious that all just and honest demands 
should be paid; but | am not willing that frandu- 


istence, should be paid. 
to consume time. 
taken. : 
‘The question was taken by yeas and nays; and 
resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messts. Atchison, Benjamin, Brodhead, Daw- 


I do not, however, wish 
I ask that the vote may be 


| 
| 





son, Dodge of lowa. Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Janes of | 
’ > A | 


Tennessee, Sebasiian, Seward, Thomson of New Jersey, 
and Weller—1i2. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bright, Brown, Butler, 
Chase, Clay, Cooper, Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpat- 
rick, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Houston, Hunter, Pratt, Rock- 


| well, Slidell, Sumner, Toombs, and Wade—23. 


And the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WELLER. The next amendment which 
I have, is to add: 


And he it further enacted, That the act approved Sep- 
tember 28, 1850, entitled “‘ An act granting bounty lands to 
certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
military service of the United States,’ an act approved 
March 22, 1852, entitled “‘ An act to make tand warrants 
assignable, and for other purposes,” and an act approved 


| February 3, 1853, entitled “ Au act to continue half pay to 


certain widows and orphans,” shall not be so construed as 
to deprive any widow of the benefits therein granted for the 
services of her husband, though she may have married 
again: Provided, however, That the applicant is a widow 
at the time of making the claim. 


Mr. SEWARD asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and taken—yeas 23, nays 11; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Benjamin, Brodhead, Brown, 
Chase, Cooper, Dodge of lowa, Filzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, 
Gillette, Gwin, Houston, Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Jones of 


Tennessee, Pettit, Sebastian, Seward, Sumner, Wade, 
Walker, and Weller—23. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Clay, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, 
Hunter, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, Siidell, and Toombs—11. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. The next amendment is to 
add: 


And be it further enacted, That the same allowance, in 
respect to rations, be hereafter made to the military com- 
mandant of the Schuylkill arsenal, in the quartermaster’s 
department, as to the commandants of the arseal in the 
ordnance department. 


I have a letter of the Secretary of War in re- | 


gard to this. 
The question was put; and the Presiding Officer 
declared that the “*noes’’ appeared to have it. 
Mr. WELLER. 1 hope, sir, the Senate will 
not vole down an amendment, until they hear the 
report in relation to it. 1 was surprised some- 
time ago to find that an amendment which I had 


offered had been voted down, although no inti- | 


mation of any objection to it had been given, 
Now, if there be any objection to this amend- 
ment, I trust Senators will not vote upon it with- 
out ascertaining whether their difficulty cannot be 
obviated. I havea letter from the Secretary of 
War, which I think will satisfy every Senator that 


it ought to be adopted. Certainly some explana- | 
tion ought to be asked for, before it is summarily | 


voted down. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. 


and he is hereby, authorized and directed to receive and 
cause to be placed on the files of his Department such ad- 
ditional muster-rolls of the battalion of volunteers com- 
manded by Lieutenant Colonel John C. Frémont in Cali. 
fornia, duly authenticated by the proper officers, as have 
not heretofore been received and filed; and to cause such 
@ correction of the muster-roll to be made in regard to the 
period of enlistment, terms of service, and amount of pay 


|| Of the members of said battalion as upon satisfactory proof 
\ he may deem right and proper, as far as practicable, to cur- 


the State of California, if, in the opinion of the | 


respond to the pay roil of the paymaster of said battalion 
in respect to pay and services, so that all who served in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








I have another amendment. | 
And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of War be, | 
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' claims made; and | know that there are some || 


|| forged claims now in existence; and that unless | 
raised the salaries of our clerks in this city twenty | 
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the military service of the United States ; : 
during the iate war with Mexico, za: . 


mand of naval or mili 1 
the benefits of all tee Snel Dene pent all 
emoluments of the volunteers in the Mexican war OF the 

Mr. HUNTER. lLask for the 
on that. We have a very short lee teen lee ; 
late upon this appropriation bill. a 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WELLER. The amendment ma 
appropriation. Congress made an 8ppropriatio 
of $101,000 to pay all those men who had sery 4 
in California. T ey were to be paid, under he 
law that was passed, according to the pay-rolis 
in the War Department, filed by the baeticiae 
of the battalion. Some of the muster-roiis cine 
filed inthe Navy Department. The effect of he 
amendment is to transfer those rolls from the 
Navy Department to the War Department, ;; 
will place those whose names are on the rolls in 
the Navy Departmenten a footing with the others 
aoe were intended to be covered by the ori. 
an law, but by confining it to the rolls in the Wa, 

epartment,a portion of them being in the Nay 
Department, have been excluded, y 

Mr. BRIGHT. I ask the Senator from (Cajj. 
fornia whether he is anxious that this bill should 
become a law? 

Mr. WELLER. I apprehend that is hardly a 
serious question. The Senator, [ am sure, cannot 
suppose that | would stand up and offer amend. 
ments for the purpose of defeating the bill, or put 
them on a bill which | supposed was about to be 
defeated. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I supposed the honorable Sep. 
ator was friendly to the bill. I had no doubt of 
it. I merely intended to suggest that there was 
no probability that this amendment could be con- 
sidered and acted upon by the House. [i is w- 
terly impossible. I think the bill is already loaded 
to an-extent which defeats it. 

Mr.GWIN. The Senator, a short time since, 


‘Omia 


kes ho 


reported from a committee of conference, that the - 


Senate gave up five of their amendments to ever 
one that the House agreed to; and I think we had 
better send down ten or fifteen times as much as 
we intend to retain on the bill. The Senator says 
that we give up nearly everything to the House. 
We, therefore, should not vole down a measure 
when it isa proper one. This is merely trans- 
ferring the pay rolls from one Deparunent to 
another. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I understand that perfectly; 
but it is very apparent that these amendments 
cannot be considered by the House. 

Mr. GWIN. Let us try them anyhow. 

Mr. PRALT. 1 would inquire if there is any 
limitation in the amendment that there shall be 
no payments beyond the amounts heretofore ap- 
propriated ? 

Mr. WELLER. 
a limitation. b 

Mr. PRATT. I understand that $101,000 have 
been heretofore appropriated for the purpose of 
paying these soldiers; and this is merely ex- 
tending the list. If the Senator will put in a lim- 
itation, in the form of a proviso, that no more 
money shall be paid than has heretofore been 
appropriated, I shall have no objection to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California modify his amendment? 
Mr. WELLER. I have no objection to doing 


0. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the ques- 
tion is on the amendment as modified. 
On a division, ten Senators voted in the affirm: 
ative, ' 
Mr.GWIN. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr, Waxkes.) 
They have been demanded before, and refused. 
On counting the negative side, but sevanteen 
Senators rose—no quorum voting. 
Mr. GWIN. Now we can take the yeas and 
nays. 
he yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. BUTLER. i ¢hal] vote against the amend- 


I have no objection to such 


| ment, because I do not.see that it is important 


whether the roll is in one place or the other. 
cannot see at this time that it is very important. 
Upon another occasion, and on another bill, ! 
may be ready to vote for it. 

Mr. GWIN. It is important, inasmuch 45 
they cannot get their pay unless this is done. 

Mr. DAWSON. Ree is the law which made 
the appropriation: 
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_ dnd he it further enacted, That for the pay and equip- 

+8 of mounted riflemen, finding their own horses and 
mente 
( ate C. Frémont, in California, in the year 1846, 
Capt the muster roll now On file in the War Department, 


and supplies for the volunteers in said gervice, $168,000.” 
4 part of the muster-rolls are in the Navy De- 
‘ment, and cannot be transferred to the War 
The eb- 
of the amendment is merely to justify the 
Secretary of War in transferring them to his De- 
wartment, and then the money appropriated two 
years ago will be paid out under those muster- 
ls. 
rhe question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 21, nays 13; as follows: 
yRAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Benjamin, Brodhead, 
Chase, Dawson, Fessenden, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hous- 
ton, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jones ot Tennessee, Sebas- 
ban, Seward, Stuart, Toucey, Wade, Walker, and Weller 


spew 


narul . ‘ 
Department to meet the appropriation. 


—3i. ‘ 

NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Brown, Butler, Clay, Cooper, 
evans, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Hunter, Pettit, Pratt, and 
Rockwell—I3. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. WELLER. The last amendment which 
| have is the following: 

And be it further enacted, Thatin the event the Secre 
tary of War shall deem it inconsistent with the interest of 
the military service to furnish a sufficient portion of the 
military building at Fort Leavenworth for the use of the 
territorial governmentof Kansas, the sum of $25,000 shall 
be, and in that contingesacy hereby is, appropriated for the 
erection of public buildings for the use of the Legislature 
of Kansas, to be expended under the direction of the Gov- 
ernor of said Territory. 


Mr. DAWSON, The public houses in which 
the officers of the Army live are now engaged. By 
the Kansas bill the civil authorities are authorized 
to locate their seat of government there. 
passage, the Secretary of War has signified to the 
committee that those buildings could not be given 
up. In consequence of that communication, this 
appropriation 1s proposed to be made. It is neces- 
sary to enable them to carry on the government. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I submit an amendment 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs, embracing 
appropriations for carrying into effect Indian trea- 
ties which have been ratified since the passage of 
the Indian appropriation bill: 


Shawnees.—F or the first installment of interest, at five per 
cent. on 240,000 for education, per third article of the treaty 
of May 10, 1854, $2,0u0. 

For the first of eight annual installments of money, in 
payment for lands, per third article of the treaty, May 10, 
1854, $100,000. 

For the expenses of surveying the lands, and setting 
apart the surplus, as provided in the fifth article of the 
treaty, May 10, 1854, $9,936. 

For payment for relinquishment of certain permanent, 
and other annuities, and satisfaction for losses, damages, 
and an per eleventh article of the treaty of May 10, 
1854, $27,000. 

Kaskaskia, and Peoria, and Wea, and Piankeshaw.— 
For the expenses of surveying the lands, as provided in the 
p= Pe fourth articles of the treaty of May 30, 1854, 
$5,300. 

The payment of the first of three installments in money, 
of 313,000 each, for purchase of former permanent annu- 
ities, and relinquishment of claims and damages, per sixth 
article df the treaty of May 30, 1854, $13,000. 

For the first of five installments, for support of a black- 
smith and assistant, per sixth article of the treaty of 30th 
May, 1854, $720. 

For the first of five installments, for the purchase of iron 
— per sixth article of the treaty of 30th May, 1854, 

For the erection of a smith shop, and purchase of tools 
ee per sixth article of the treaty of 30th May, 1854, 
$120. 

Miamies.—For the expenses of surveying the lands as 
a in the seeund article of the treaty, June 5, 1854, 

‘,4052. 

For interest, at the rate of five per centum, on $50,000, 
for educational ‘purposes, &c., per third article of the treaty 
June 5, 1854, $2,500. 

Reappropriation : For payment of the valuation of im- 
provements on lands ceded, as stipulated in the sixth article 
of the treaty of 1834, and the seventh article of the treaty 
of 1838, (the amount having been carried to the surplus 
fund by warrant No. 94, of tember 24, 1852,) per fourth 
article of the treaty, June 5, 1 $8,000 68. 

For the payment to the Miamies residing on the ceded 
lands of the first of six equal annual installments for pur- 
chase of former perpetual and other annuities, and relio- 
toon of claims, &c., per fourth article of the treaty, 

une 5, 1854, @3,739 11. 

For payment in full to John Grigg and Sash-o quosh, as 
aaa the fourth article of said last mentioned treaty, 

For payment of the claims of Miamies who live on the 
ceded lands, for damages and loss of stock and other prop- 
erty, and for losses of improvements, &e., caused by 
their removal from Sugar Creek, per fourth article of the 
treaty, June 5, 1854, 7,775 82. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. Another amendment be- 


Since its | 


THE 


junteering and serving under the command of || 





——_ ——- 


j . 

| comes necessary in the form of a proviso to that, 
| to annul certain appropriations made in the Indian 
| appropriation bill: 

Provided, That the following appropriations contained in 
the [Indian apprupriation act, passed at the present session, 
are hereby annulled and repeated : 

For fulfilling treaties with the Shawnees: 


Permanen! prpvision tor salt, 360; blacksmith and assist- 
| aut, $840; iron and steel, $220. 
For fulfilling treaties with the Piankeshaws: 


| Permanent annuities, $800. 


For tultiiling treaties with the Weas: 

Permavent annuity, $3,000. 

For fulfilling treaties with the Miamies: 

| Money ia lieu of laborers, $250 ; agricultural implements, 
| $200. 
For fulfilling treaties with the Delawares: 

Permanent anwuity, fourth article, treaty of August, 
1795, 31,000 ; permanent annuity, third article, treaty of 
September, 1809, $500; permanent annuity, fifth article, 
treaty of October, 1818, 34,000; permanent annuity, article 
supplementary, &c., 1829, $1,000 ; permanents provision for 
| blacksmith, October, 1818, $720. 

Permanent provisions for iron and steel for shop, October, 
1818, $220. 

Mr. HUNTER. [ask the unanimous consent 
to make a report from the committee of conference 
| on the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. WELLER. That will necessarily take 
some time; because I shall have to find out what 
amendment numbers one, fourteen, sixteen, and 
so on, is. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. 


ment: 


Menomonees.—For payment of expenses incurred in 
| negotiating the articles of May 12, 1854, with the Me- 
nomonees, supplemental and amendatory to the treaty of 
October, 1848, $950. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. 
which I have is: 


And be it further enacted, That the sums appropriated 
| by the act of March 3, 1849, for the removal and subsistence 
of the Menomonees, and for the establishment of a manual 
labor school, &c., for them, and now remaining in the 
| ‘Treasury, together with the sums for the pay of a miller, 
heretofure appropriated, be paid to, and extended for the 
benefit of said Menomonee Indians, according to the stipu- 
lations of said supplementary and amendatory articles. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. The next is to perform a 
treaty with the Creeks: 

For payment, as stipulated by the article dated Jane 13, 
1854, supplementary to the treaty at Fort Gibson, Novem- 
ber 3, 1828, to individuals of the Creek nation for claims 
for property abandoned and lost in consequence of their 
emigration west of the Mississippi, to be distributed ander 
the direction of the chief ageut of the United States to the 
Creeks, in the proportion as set forth and determined in 
the schedule referred to in the second article of said treaty 
of November 3, 1828, $350,000: Provided, however, That 
| the appropriation of $17,500 for interest thereon, contained 

in the Indian appropriation act, passed at the present ses 
sion, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. The last amendment 
| which I have from the committee ia to insert: 


For extra clerk hire for the service of the Indian office 


for one year, commencing on the Ist of August next, 
$5,600. 


For payment of the expenses of the delegates of the Creek 
nation, nuw in this city, $1,199 55. 


Mr. PETTIT. The first part of that amend- 
ment seems toreach from the first of August next. 
it must have been drawn up some days ago. 
| Mr.SEBASTIAN. It means this August, and 
I so modify it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I have another amend- 
ment, which | do not offer from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs: 


That the joint resolution entitled * A resolution explana- 
tory of the act appropriating money for the removal of the 


I have’ another amend- 





The next amendment 





| 
| hereby, repealed, and that the Secretary of the Department 


ence to Red river raft in such a way,and for such purposes 
us he may approve, having in view the improvement of the 
navigation of Red river in and around said raft. 

Mr. PRATT. I ask for the yeas and nays on 

that. 

| Mr. SEBASTIAN. Asthe yeas and nays are 
called for, a few words will explain the amend- 
| ment to the Senate. In the first place, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the appropriation which it seeks to control 
has already been made; and unless some provision 
| is made in regard to it, it will become ineffectual, 
| because it will relapse into the surplus fund. In 
the next place, the amendment does not propose 








enlarge the discretion of the Secretary of War, 
| and enable him to carry out the object of the ap- 
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raft of Red river,’? approved January 7, 1853, be, and is | 


‘YEAS— e hi Benje 
| of War be authorized to expend the apprc.priation in refer- | TAS Mess. Ddawe, _chiooe,, Senin. 


to divert the fund to another purpose, but only to || 
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propriation. Unless itis passed, that appropriation 
will be placed in the singular predicament of being 
the only one contained in the last river and harbor 
bill which is tied up from the purpose for which it 
was made. This proposition is embraced precisely 
in the river and harbor bill which we have just 
passed. [tis also embraced ina resolution which 
passed this body, I think, without a division, and 
| went to the other House; sethatit has been de- 
liberately sanctioned by both Houses; and yet, in 
| consequence of not being on the same bill, there is 
| no certainty that it will pass. ! omitted to move 
it to the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, at 
| the suggestion of the Senator from Virginia that the 
Army bill was the proper place for it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I did not say I thought it 
right. I thought it more proper in the Army 
than in the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 
I cannot vote for it. 

Mr.SEBASTIAN, Hethought it more proper. 
The expenditure is to be made by the Secretary of 
| War. It is, therefore, peculiarly appropriate to 

the Army appropriation bill. It contains no new 
appropriation. It simply carries out the object 
indicated in the old law. I will simply remark, 
in conclusion, that an amendment involving pre- 
| cisely the same principle was incorporated, by a 
deliberate vote of the Senate, upon the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. 1 allude to the offe 
offered by the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. 
Bapcer] in reference to the use of a former ap- 
| propriation for his State. The principle and pre- 
| cedent have been sanctioned by the deliberate 
| votes of the Senate; and, with this explanation, I 
| 


submit the question. 

Mr. PRATT. This very appropriation is con- 
tained in the river and harbor bill; and although 
{ believe it to be right, yet I believe all the other 
appropriations in that bill are right, and | wish 
them all to share the same fate. If this is to be 
contained in another bill, so as to give it additional 
chance, we might as well add that whole bill to 
this, 

Mr. BENJAMIN. This is not an appropria- 
tion now made for the States of Arkansas and 
Louisiana. The appropriation was made in the 
river and harbor bill two yearsago. All the other 
appropriations made in that bill have been ex- 
pended: This particular appropriation alone re- 
mains unexpended ” reason of a particular limit- 
ation contained in the appropriation bill which 
has prevented the Secretary of War from carrying 
| out the object of the appropriation. It is true we 
have put it in the river and harbor bill again this 
year, but it is too late in the session for that bill 
to pass. The object is not to put us in any better 
position than anybody else, but to give us the 
same rights that all others have already enjoyed. 

The appropriations made two years ago for all 
| other sections of the Confederacy have been ex- 
pended in their favor. This one appropriation for 
the benefit of Louisiana and Arkansas has not yet 
been expended, and the object of this amendment 

is to enable the Secretary of War to expend it. 
| Mr. SLIDELL, I wish simply to make one 
observation in reply to the objection of the Senator 
from Maryland. He objects to this amendment be- 
| cause the same provision is contained in the river 

and harbor bill. I think he was silent when a 
| similar proposition was made in relation to the 
improvement of the Albemarle sound, and added 
without a dissenting voice in the Senate to the 
|| civil and diplomatic bill, though that very provis- 
} ion is embodied in the river and harbor bill. 
|| ‘The question being taken on the amendment 





by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 33, nays 4; as 
follows: 


Brod 
| head, Chase, Clay, Dodge of Lowa, Dougias, Evans, Fes- 
senden, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Gwin, Houston, Johnson, Jones 
of lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Morton, Pearce, 
Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Thoru- 
son of New Jersey, Toombs, Toucey, Wade, Walker, aud 
Weller—33. 
NAYS—Meessrs. Bright, Hunter, Mason, and Pratt—4. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM.THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Foaner, their Clerk, an- 
aovedes that the Speaker had signed the bill for 
| the relief of Thomas Bronaugh, and for the repeal 

of the *‘ act tonid the Territory of Minnesota in 
the construction of a rsi!road therein,’’ approved 
the 29th of June, 1854, and the joint resolution 
| directing the presentation of a medal to Com- 





| 
1 
1 
} 
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moander Duncan N. Ingraham; which were then 
signed by the President pro tempore. 

The m-ssage also announced that the House 
had paseed, without amendment, Senate bill to 
incorporate the Pioneer Manufacturing Company 
of Georgetown, District of Columbia. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The message also announced that the House 
had agreed to the report of the committee of con- 





ference on the disagreeing votes of thetwo Houses | 


on the bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1855, and for other 
surpores.”” 

Mr. HUNTER asked unanimous consent to be 
allowed to present the report of the committee of 
conference on that bill; but, objection being made, 
the Senate continued, as in Committee of the 
W hole, the consideration of the 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. J have an amend- 
ment to offer which has been estimated for by the 
Department: 

For the construction of a military road from the Rio 
Grande, near El Pago, to the river Colorado, and for sink 
ing wells thereon, $12,000, to be expended under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of War. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. 1 offer an amendment to come in 
afier the appropriation ‘ for pay of the Army:’”’ 

Provided, That hereafter the officers of engineers in 
command of, and superintending works, shall be entitled to 
the pay and emoluments attached to their brevet rank during 
the period of their service in such commands. 

1 will, in a word, explain this amendment: Two 
officers of the engineer corps are now engaged in 
superintending the works at Fort Pointand Alca- 
tras Island, in the Bay of San Francisco 
are both brevet officers, but do not receive the pay 
of their brevet rank. It is a highly important and 
responsible station. They have disbursements to 
make of enormous amounts of money, and receive 
nothing but their ordinary pay. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. MASON. I have an amendment to offer. 
It is to insert after the appropriation for repairs 
and improvements, and new machinery at Phar 
per’s Ferry, the following: 

For the erection of anew arsenal at Harper’s Ferry, 

127 ,000. 
a the purchase of a house and lot on Cliff street, at 
Harper’s Ferry, at its junction with Shenandoah street, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary, $8,850: Provided, 
That whatever portion of this appropriation may be required 
therefor, shall be applied towards removing said house. 

For repairs and iniprovements to the rifle works at Har- 
per’s Ferry, @5,500. 

Mr. President, these proposed appropriations 
are amongst the estimates from the War Depart- 
ment for the armory at Harper’s Ferry. They 
were given to me by the member of the House 
who is now at the head of the Military Com- 
mittee there, with the information corroborated hy 
the papers which he showed me, that they were 
taken from a series of estimates made by the War 
Department; and he requested that I would offer 
thern. 

Harper’s Ferry is not far from my own resi- 
dence, and | happen to know personally that the 
arsenal where the arms are now stored, from its 
position, was subject to inundation from the river 
some two or three years since, and the War 
Department then asked for authority to be en- 
abled to build a new arsenal, on higher ground. 
They commenced it, and this appropriation will 
enable them to complete it. The other item is for 
the purchase of e house, which, I can say, from 
my knowledge of the premises, is desirable to be 
purchased and to be removed, in order to avoid 
risks of fire. It isa policy which has been pursued 
by the Government, to avoid the risk of fire by 
purchasing adjacent buildings, when necessary. 
These items have been selected from the appro- 
priations recommended by the War Departmen:, 
as those most important; and I submit them to 
the Senate. » 

Mr JONES, of Tennessee. It is very obvious 
that these armories are to be a source of continual 
annoyance to us. The Secretary of War, in tris 
letter which was read here to-night, and which, I 
think, was treated with great indifference, because 
his recommendation was rejected, stated that we 
have now six hundred thousand stand of arma in 
the national armories. We have upwards of two 


They | 


|| direction. 
| 


i} 
| ments for the present. 
| 
| 
| 


| millions deposited with the States. Now, sir, I || dispose of the armories, 
'| tions will be unnecessary, 


| think we had better get rid of the whole matter, 
and, therefore, | offer this amendment as a sub- 
stitute for that offered by the Senator from Vir- 


ginia: 


And he it further enacted, Th it the President of the Uni 
ted States be, and be is hereby, authorized gud directed to 


notice ihoneor more newspaper 
Washington, Batiunore, Philadelphia, New York, and Bos 
ton, the ground= and property owned by the Government at 
Springfield, in Ma-sachusetts, and Harper’s Ferry, in Vir- 
giuia, and used as armorties of tie United States. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, | think it not 
at all improbable that, if it becomes the estab- 
lished policy of this Government to leave the re- 
| sponsibility for the manufacture of arms to the 

Executive, and to take away the control, it must 
| result in changing the whole scheme of manufac- 
| turing arms, and it will pass over to private con- 
|tract. I think that must be a necessary result, if 


| 
i 
| 
|| Cause to be sold, to the highest bidder, atier sixty days’ 
| 





| away the control, as has been done by an amend- 
ment, which has prevailed, to the bill. But yet, 
untul that 1s done, the public property ought to be 
| preserved. As I said before, there ts no arsenal, 
| or proper place for storing arms, adequate for the 





| Senator from Virginia, to determine upon the 
policy of changing the whole sysiem, and giving 


of leaving the responsibility with the Executive, 
|and taking away from him the control. 
Mr. DAWSON. Lam opposed to both amend- 
The amendment of the 
Senator from Virginia is for the building of a new | 
arsenal at Harper’s Ferry. That is a matter | 
\| which ought to have gone before the Committee | 
on Military Affiirs of this body. The Senator 
has referred to the chairman of the Committee on | 
Military Affairs in the House of Representatives. 
He should have presented the amendment to that 
House. 

Mr. MASON. I was informed by that gentle- | 
man that he did present the amendment, in a differ- 
ent form—in a very general form. There is a 
fund at Harper’s Ferry, derived from the sale of 
certain public property there, amounting, | think, 
to $80,000 or $90,000. When the proposition 
was presented to the House of Representatives, it 
was, to leave that fund at the discretion of the | 
War Department, to be expended at Harper’s 
| Ferry for various purposes of improvement, these 
/among the rest. It was voted down by the House 
in that form, and we, therefore, selected these as 
the most important items of the estimates of the 
War Department. 

Mr. DAWSON. I have every confidence in 
i gentleman representing that district in the 





House of Representatives; but I say to the Sen- | 
| ator now, and | say tothe Senate, that it is better 

to let the matter pass over. The object is to re- 

move a House which belongs toan individual out 
| of a particular street. A yearor two ago, I think, | 
(an appropriation of $16,500 was made for the | 
| purpose of beginning the new arsenal. That 
appropriation of $16,500 has not gone in that 


Mr. MASON Part of it. 
Mr. DAWSON. You say part of it has not | 
| gone. They nave done nothing. 
Mr. MASON. They have done a little. 





Mr. DAWSON. They may have gone on, | 
and dug a foundation, but that is a small begin- | 
ning. My objection is, that the change which | 
has taken place in relation to the armortes by the | 
vote to-night, has produced a feeling in the mind 
of the Senator from Virginia which has almost | 


laws establishing armories. Then why should 
we now makean appropriation of money to build 
an arsenal in the neighborhood of that armory, 
| to take care of the public arms. The better plan, 





and the prudent one, is that which I[ suggest: | 


to avoid, for the present, any appropriation for 
these armories, esjecia!ly when it is based upon 


brought him to vote for the entire repeal of the | 
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any further &ppropri 
i think, however ih, 
Senate ought not now, under the eXisti ing 


s NE Circurm. 
stances, to vote a single dollar of appropri. 
| for arsenals or agmories. I hope Senators will 


_ concur with me in that opinion. 


| 
| 


sablished ta sheaths af the Executive is to remain responsible 


Mr. MASON. I said this, and I repeat jt. if 
: for the 
management of the armories, you must leaye th 

control with the Executive; and if you take aw : 
the control, it must result in the change of th 

whole system; but until that is done, there ought 
to be some means provided for preserving the arms 


| which are made. 


Mr. DAWSON. Now, I will ask the Senator 


|| from Virginia whether this amendment of his isa 


i} 
| 


} 
| 


1} 


| purpose, at Elirper’s Ferry at present. I shall 
| vote against the amendment of the honorable Sen- | 


| ator from Tennessee, but reserve to myself, asa | purpose laid before the Committee on Milita 


| Affairs of this body; at least, none that I saw, 


it over to private contract, if the policy prevails | 





facts which we do not thoroughly comprehend. 
Tam also opposed to the amendment offered by 


my friend from Tennessee; and | beg to say to | 


| him that I think it is better to let this matter lie 
| over until the next session of Congress, when 


the subject can be taken up and thoroughly inves- | 


tigated; and if his preposition shall succeed to 








| 
| be heard 7 


the Executive cannot be responsible, if you take || 


recommendation of the Department, or presented 
from a committee? 
Mr. MASON. It was my misfortune not to 
the honorable Senator who makes the 
inquiry. I said it had been estimated for by the 
War Department, was before the House in a more 
general form, rejected there, as | am informed 
because of its general character, and presented 


here in the form of specific appropriations, 


Mr. DAWSON. The estimate for the pre. 
ceding year, I think, was $16,500, and that amount 
was appropriated. ‘There was no estimate for this 
ry 

Mr. SLIDELL called for the _ and nays on 
the amendment of Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, to the 
amendment; and they were ordered, and bein 
taken resulted—yeas 21, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Benjamin, Brod- 
head, Butler, Chase, Clay, Dawson, Douglas, Evans, Fish 
Fiizpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Jones of Tennessee, 
Pearce, Pettit, Sumner, Toombs, and Wade—21. 7 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bright, Brown, Cooper, Dodge 
of Lowa, Fessenden, Foot, Huuston, Hunter, James, John. 
son, Mallory, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pratt, Rockwell, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Toucey, Walker, 
and Weller—25. 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


i] jected. 


Mr. Mason’s amendment was also rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I am instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Military Affairs to offer the following 
amendment: 


For the purchase of three thousand stand of Sharp's 
rifle, $90,000: Provided, The Secretary of War, after fair 
practical test thereof, shall deem the purchase advisable 
and proper. 


I wish simply to read the statement of the Ord- 
nance Bureau and the Secretary of War upon 
this subject: 

War DerartTMentT. 
Wasuineton, July 29, 1854. 

Str: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 27th instant, inclosing a resolution of the 
Senate, directing the Committee on Military Affairs to in- 
quire into the expediency of an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of the ** Sharp’s rifle’? for the use of the Army of the 
United States, and asking whether they are necessary, and 
what sum should be appropriated for the purpose. 

In reply I transmit you a report of the Colonel of Ord- 
nance on the subject, in whose views I concur, and recom- 


| wend an appropriation of $90,000, subject to the -restric- 


tions stated by him. 

The resolution of the Senate is herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 

Hon. James Sutetps, Chairman Committee of Military 

Affuirs. * 

Ornpnance Orrice, } 
Wasnineton, July 20, 1854. 

Sin: In answer to General Shields’s letter of the 27th 
instant, respecting the expediency of an appropriation for 
the purchase of Sharp’s rifles, [ have the honor to report : 

In the examinations and trials of breech loading arms, 
by boards of officers, Sharp’s principle bas been pronounced 
superior to others, and his arms most suitable for the use 
of mounted troops. Some of them have been purchased 
and issued to the troops, and are now undergoing the final 
test of trial in actual service. Reports of the result of that 
test have not yet been received; but there is reason to 
suppose that they wiil be favorable. If they should be 
such as to warrant the adoption of the arm into the United 
Stuutes service, there will be required, to supply al! the 
mounted troops with arms made on this principle, of pat- 
terns suitable for the different kinds of mounted troops, 
riflemen, and dragoons, about three thousand; to preserve 
which, with their appendages, will require about $90,000. 

As the adoption of Sharp’s arms is on the re- 
sult of the practical test, their should be anthor- 
ized, subject to the result of that test; which will be effected 
by an appropriation for the purchase, if the Secretary of 
War should deem it advisable and 5 


s General Shields’s —_ with its inclosure, is returned 
erewith. Respectfully obedient servant, 
H. K CRAIG, Colonel of Ordnance. 


Hon. Jerr. Davis, Secretary of War. 
Thus we have a distinct recommendation of 
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the Secretary of War. The object of this pur- | 
nage is to obtain arms to equip three thousand of 
. » mounted troops. It is for a specific object, 
aa is dependent upon the result of the final test. 
80 far as tests have already taken place, they are 
nronounced by the War Department to be su- 
nerior to any other description of arms which 
have been in the possession of the Government 
of the United States. I believe it will be well to 
make this appropriation. TI am instructed by the 
Committee on Military Affairs to offer the amend- 
ment, and I hope it will be adopted. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. 1 do not understand this. 
But a few minutes ago we said mechanics were 


the proper persons to judge of the manufacture of | 


arms, and that they must be employed for that 
urpose. Nowit is proposed to refer this ques- 
tion to the War Department, and, of course, to a 
board of officers. How is the Secretary of War | 
to ascertain the practicability of this arm? It is 
well known that the Secretary of War will refer 
this matter to a board of officers, or judge of it | 


himself. 
Mr. TOUCEY. It has already been exam- | 


ed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Then it has been by mil- 
itary officers; and I supposed we had decided in 
favor of mechanics. [ am opposed to this special | 
egislation. 

| ‘Mr. JOHNSON. The feeling under which the 

Senator trom Pennsylvania makes those remarks 

can be very plainly seen. His feeling is that of 

regret, not to express it in any stronger language, 

that a particular view which he has had in regard 

to, the public service has not been sustained by | 
the votes of the Senate to-night in reference to the 

armories. 
proposition which we offer—to sere arms | 
made by private individuals when they are deemed 


fit by the Department after a practical test—and || 
voting against putting —~ officers to superin- || 


tend the making of arms. They are two entirely 
distinct and separate matters. One relates to the 
supervision of the armories, the other to the pur- 
chase of arms to equip the forces of the United 
States. I regret that we cannot all agree, and | 
have but one view upon any public subject; but 
I humbly submit that there is no such inconsist- 
ency as the Senator from Pennsylvania thinks in 


this instance. I see no propriety in the complaint |: 


which he makes, for this amendment relates to | 
the purchase of arms already made, and the other 
to the supervision and direction of the making of 


them. 1 


Mr. DAWSON. It is true, no doubt, as stated | 
by my colleague on the Committee on Military 
Affairs, [Mr. Jounson,] that a majority of the 
committee have to-night recommended this appro- 
priation. 

Mr. JOHNSON. May I ask the honorable 
Senator one question? How often has he partici- | 
— in the same kind of action that he should 


ay astress upon the word ‘“to-night,’’ as to the 


action of the committee in this instance? 
Mr. DAWSON. I have not objected to that, 
but | say that this appropriation has been recom- 
mended to-night, | suppose, by a majority of the | 
committee, they standing three to two. A sub- 
stantial objection to this proposition is, that the 
Secretary of Warsays these rifles are now under- 
going an experiment. There is no ascertained 
fact in relation to them which would justify Con- | 
gress in making an appropriation of $90,000 to 
permet them. It is true as my friend from Ar- 
ansas says, they have been examined by the 
head of the Ordnance Bureau, and he has formed | 
& favorable opinion in regard to them. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Has he not said that, as far | 
as — are tested, they are superior to any other 
arms? 


Mr. DAWSON. Precisely so; but we have yet 


no report from the Department of War as to the | 


final result of the experimenis. It has been already 
said to-night that we have more than six hundred 
thousand stand of arms now in our possession. 
Then why should we, at this period of the session, 
make an approprtation of $90,000, when there are | 
other arms before the same committee competing | 
for the appropriation ? 

Mr. JOHNSON. This is simply to furnish 
three thousand of our mounted troops. 

_Mr. DAWSON. We shall be in session in 
ninety or one hundred and twenty days from the 
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There is no inconsistency between the || 





OBE. 


Colonel Craig, of the Ordnance Bureau, and of || present time. Why then should we hurry this ! as thea 


| matter? { am decidedly in favor of doing any- | 


| thing that is right, but 1 do not wish to act pre- 
cipitately. 
Mr. PRATT called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 


Mr. WALKER, 


- 


| move to amend the amend- 


| ment by striking out ‘*Sharp’s rifle,’’ and insert- | 


| ing **the best breech-loading rifle, in the opmmon 
of the Secretary of War;”’ so as to make the 
| amendment read: 


For the purchase of three thousand stand of the best | 
| breech-loading rifle, in (he opinion of the Secretary of War, | 


| for the use of the United Suues Ariny, $90,000: Provided, 


| that the Secretary ot War, afier a fair practical test thereof, 
shall deem the purchase advisable and proper. 


| Georgia, there are other breech-loading rifles now 

In conipetition with Sharp’s. I have had some 
experience in the use of arms. When I first saw 
Sharp’s rifle | thought it was the best | had ever 
seen; but | am satisfied, from further observation, 
| that it is not the best | have seen. 
the opinion of those who have used it; and while 
it isa remarkable gun when used with care, fora 


| that ever can last in long service. At least, sir, 
that is my opinion. | have seen other arms which 
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mendment originally stood, it restricted 
the Secretary to this, and he would reject it if 
there were a better one; but still [ will vote for it. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 


the amendment, as amended, resulted—yeas 19, 
nays 23; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Brodhead, Brown, Dodge of 
Iowa, Douglas, Finzpatrick, Gever, Gillette, Gwin, Hous 
ton, James, Johnsen, Mallory, Morton, Sebastian, Stuart, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, and Wetier—!9. 

NAYS—Mesers. Bayard, Benjamin, Bright, Butler, 
Chase, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, 
Foot, Huuter, Jones of Tennessee, Norris, Pritt, Rock- 
well, Seward, Slidell, Sumner, Toombs, Wade, and Walk- 


| er—23 


As has been remarked by the Senator from 


I have heard | 


few times, it is not upon a plan of construction | 


I think are constructed on a better principle, and | 


more calculated to stand hard service, and long 
service. But, sir, | would not propose an amend- 


| ment to this bill which should make it the impera- | 


particular arm, if, in his epinion, it stood the 
| test; but Lam willing to take the amendment in 
| the shape I have proposed, in preference to the 


tive duty of the Secretary of War to select that 


other; but I am not certain that [ shall vote for it | 


| if so amended. It will then, atany rate, certainly 


be in a better form. 


Mr. TOUCEY. The rifle which is mentioned | 


| one of that description now extant. 


men. That is the opinion of the War Depart- 
ment, and of the Ordnance Bureau. 
breech-loading rifle, and is designed to be sup- 


pled for mounted men. It is on trial in the | 


| in the original amendment is, I think, the best | 
That is the | 
opinion of the most competent and experienced | 


It is the best | 


hands of infantry, to ascertain whether it is not | 


also the best weapon for infantry. 


I am confi- | 


dent in saying that such is its range and its effi- | 


ciency, that it will more than double the power of 
the troops in whose hands it is placed. It has 


recently received a gold medal from the Emperor | 


of France, who is a very competent judge. It 


more than once, and their judgment has been 
entirely in favor of the weapon. Now, under 
those circumstances, this appropriation 1s asked; 
but itis made to depend upon the judgment of 
the Secretary of War, and if there is another, 


has been tried by a board of officers here, | think, | 


that is better, this one wil! not be purchased. 1 | 


therefore hope the amendment of the committee 
| will be adopted. 


and if f had it here, | think | could show that, in 
point of range and penetration, and in almost 


rifle. That is the report which has gone into the 


Mr. WALKER. The arm to which I referred || 
has been submitted to a board of officers for test; || 


every other respect, it is superior to the Sharp | 


War Department, or the Ordnance Bureau, from | 


the board of officers who made trial of it; but I |! 
understand the report has not been taken up for | 


examination, and, consequently, has not been 
/ submitted. I ask for the yeas and nays on the 
amendment to the amendment, to see whether dis- 


'| cretion is to be left to the Secretary or not. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 22, nays 12; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, 
Butler, Chase, Clay, Daw-on, Evans, Fish, Foor, Gillette, 
Houston, Hunter, Pratt, Rockwell, Seward, Slidell, Sum- 


per, Thom-on of New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, and 
| Walker—22 
NAYS—Meesrs. Bright. Brown, Dodge of [owa, Fitz- 


| patrick, Geyer, Gwin, Johusou, Morton, Sebastian, Swart, 
Toucey, and Weiler—12. 


| adopted; and the question recurred on the amend- 
ment of the committee, as amended. 

| Mr. TOUCEY. 1 ehkall vote for the amend- 
| ment as amended. 

| the superiority of this arm, that | entertain no 
doubt that it will be selected by the Secretary of 
War. I voted against the amendment to the 
amendment, because it was authorizing the pur- 
| chase of arms not known to the Senate; whereas, 





| to make the appropriation more effective. 
| not see any rule of construction or parliamentary 


So the amendment to the amendment was | 


So the amendment, as amended, was rejected. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I offer the following 
amendment, to come in after the appropriation 
** for continuing the explorations and surveys to 
ascertain the best route for a railway to the Pa- 
cific:”’ 

And three experienced civil engineers shall be appointed 
by the President as commissioners, to whose examination 
the Seeretary of War shall submit all reports, maps, pro- 
files, and records of all explorations and surveys couducted 
under the direction of the War Department, relating w a 
railroad to the Pacific ; and it shall be the daty of said com 
missioners to report, as soon as practicable, to the Seere 
tary of War upon the comparative facilities afforded for a 
railroad by the different routes surveyed, the commercial 
necessities therefor, and advantages thereof, its probable 
profit and cost; and to submit such views upon the mode 
of construction, and upon the general subject, a® are usu 
ally presented by engineers in relation to such subjects, and 
which they may deem necessary and proper, And the said 
commissioners shall be paid such amounts for their services 
and necessary expenses for clerk hire, out of the foregoing 
appropriation of 3150,000, as the Secretary shall considera 
reasonable and proper compensation for the same. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brienrt in 
the chair.) Is that recommended by any one of 
the standing committees of the Senate? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir; but it contains 
no appropriation. 

Mr. PRATT. Does it not contain an appro- 
priation.for the pay of the officers? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If Senators will examine 
the clause to which theamendment is moved, they 
will find that it contains an appropriation, the ex- 
penditure of which this amendment directs in a 

articular mode. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER: The Chair is 
of opinion that such an amendment is not in order 
to a general appropriation bill. If the Senate 
desire it, he will submit the questien to their 
decision. 

Mr. WELLER. If such a thing be proper, I 
should like to have the reasons on which the 
opinion of the Chair is founded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
founds his opinion on the fact that the amend- 
ment has not been recommended by any one of 
the standing committees of the body, and is not 
in pursuance of an estimate from the head of any 

| Department. It is, therefore, excluded by the 
rule. But the Chair will submit the question to 
the Senate whether the amendment is in order 
under the 30th rule. 

Mr. WELLER. That, I suppose, is a debat- 
able question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to hear the rule 
read_ I know that certain things have to be eati- 
mated for by a Department, or presented by a 
standing committee, but | have never yet heard 
| that the rules of the Senate prevent a Senator 
from preposing to modify or change the direction 
of an appropriation already made by the bill 
itself. If | understand it, this amendment simply 

provides the manner in which a sum appropriated 
by the bill shall be used. It provides for a — 
can- 


| practice by which the amendment can be ex- 
cluded. 

Mr. CHASE. The Chair will remember that, 

| during the last session of Congress, upon a mo- 

tion in respect to an appropriation for the Pacific 

railroad exploration, the Senator from Wisconsin, 


|| (Me. Warker,] moved ‘to strike out the whole 
| amendment, leaving only the appropriation, and 


Iam so entirely confident of | 


—— 


to direct the expenditure of that appropriation to 
another object, introducing a new and distinct 
proposition entirely. That question was largely 
| debated at the time in the Senate, and it was ruled 
| that the amendment was in order, and the Chair, 
in so ruling, was sustained by the Senate. 


The PRESIDING GFFICER. The Chair 
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has sustained what he understands to be the rule, 








but he will submit the question to the Senate, | 


whether they will receive the amendn-.-nt of the 
Senator from Maine. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
be read? 

it was read as follows: 

“30. No amendment, proposing additional appropria- 
tions, shall be received to any general appropriation bill, 
nnless it be made to carry out the provisions of some ex- 
jeting law, or eowe act or resolution previously passed by 
the Senate during that session, or moved by direction of a 
standing or select committee, or in pursuance of an esti 
mate from the head of sowe of the Departments; and no 
amendment shall be received whose object is to provide 
for a private claim, unless it be to carry owt the provisions 
of an existing law, or @ treaty stipulation.” 


Mr. DAWSON. None of these surveys have 
been returned, and in all probabilit 


I ask that the 30th rule 


dislike to crente a board of this sort 
Mr. WELLER. The question is now, whether 





we shall entertain the amendment? Not upon its | 


merits, 

Mr. DAWSON. But the question of order is, 
whether this shall be received? The bill already 
appropriates $150,000, and the amendment pee 
poses to apply part of it to the payment of three 
civil engineers or commissioners. It seems to me 
that that is clearly an appropriation in the contem- 
plation of the rule. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair | 


had no doubt on that head, but he has submitted 


the question to the Senate whether they will en- || 


tertain the amendment. 


Mr. WELLER. The only question is, whether 


it is in order for a Senator to move an amendment 
directing the particular manner in which an ap- 


propriation provided for in the bill shall be ex- || 
|| for reportof the resolution of the House of Representatives 


pended, 

Mr. SEWARD. It seems to me that the ap- 
propriation is a given sum of money, and when a 
Senator is not satisfied with that, he can move to 
give to that sum of money a different direction, 
without conflicting with the rules, 

Mr. PRATT. Suppose an appropriation were 
made in the bill for the building of the-Capitol 
under the direction of the War Department, would 


it be contended-that it would be in order, because || 


that appropriation was in the bill, for an individ- 
ual Senator to offer an amendment to divert that 
money to some object not recommended ? 

Mr. WELLER. No, sir; but | apprehend it 
would be in order to propose an amendment to 
change the manner in which that building should 
be constructed. Suppose the original appropria- 
tion provided for a certain building, could I not 
move to change the character of that building 
without having an estimate from the Department ? 
Undoubtedly I could. 

Mr. PRATT. I do not know about the char- 
acter of the building; but here you have commis- 
sioners who are to exhaust this sum. 

Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays 
on the question whether the amendment could 
be entertained under the 30th rule; and they were 
ordered, and being taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 
10, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Benjamin, Chase, 
Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, 
Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Houston, James, Mallory, Rockwell, 
Seward, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, and 
Weller—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Brown, Evans, Johnson, Mor- 
ton, Pratt, Stidell, Stuart, Toombs, and Toucey—10, 

So the amendment was received. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
is on the amendment of the Senator from 
The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WELLER. Iam directed by a majority 
of the Committee on Military Affairs to offer the 
following amendment as an additional section: 

Sre.—. And be it further enacted, That the Secretaries 
of War and the Navy, if, in their opinion, the public service 
requires it, are authorized to ceutientie of the patentee his 
poss for practical anasthesia; and the sum of $100,000 is 

ereby appropriated, to be charged in equal amounts to the 
Army and Navy: Provided, however, Before making the 
purehase, they shail obtain the opinion of the Attorney 
General of the United States affirming the validity of any 
such patent. 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. GEYER. I offer the following amend- 
ment, as an additional section: 


Bec. —, And be if further enacted, That the Secretary 
ot War de, and he héreby is, authorized and required to 
cede and convey to the city of 


uestion 
aine. 


they will not | 
be here before the meeting of the nextsession. I | 














St. Louis the tract of land of | 
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thirty-seven sixty-four one hundreth acres, on which the || Army officers, appointed by the Secretary of War 





aaitied August 3, 


ee 





St Louis arsenal now stands, together with the permanent || sixth section of the act of August 31, 1852, 125 sus ah 


and fixed improvements, for such sum of money as the said || 
Secretary shall deem reasonable, not less than the original | 
cost of the lands, buildings, and permanent improvements | 
| claims favorably passed on by the ¢ 
|| Claims to the amount of over $865,000 


thereon, to be paid by said city into the Treasury of the Uni- 


ted States ; and the sum of money which shall be so paid, or- 
so much thereof as shall be necessary, is hereby appro- | 


priated to the constroction of another arsenal! on the tract of 
land on which Jefferson barracks are situated, and the re 

moval thereto of the arms, munitions, machinery, and tools 
now alsaid St. Louisarsenal: Provided, That the possession 
of said tract of land shall not be delivered to said city until 
after the new arsenal is completed, and the arms, muni 

tions, machinery, and tools ator satd removed thereto, for 


| which purposes the period of two years from and after the 


payment of the purchase money shall be allowed: And 
provided also, That the said sale and conveyance shall be 
on condition that the said tract of land shall forever remain 
a public park for the use of the inhabitants of said city, and 
shall be maintained and regulated as such by the said city. 


I will send to the Secretary to be read the let- 
ter of the Secretary of War, together with the re- 
port of Colonel Craig to the Secretary of War, on 
the subject. 

The Secretary read them, as follows: 

Wark Derartmenr, January 27, 1854. 

Sir: T have considered the subject of the resolution left 


by you at this Departinent, directing an inquiry into the ex- 
pediency of ceding to the city of St. Louis, for the purpose 


| Of a public park, the ground on which the United States 
| arsenal now stands ; and | herewith transmit a report from 


the Colonel of Ordnance on the subject’ [ see no objec- 


| tion to the cession, if time be allowed and means be pro- 


vided for the construction of an arsenal on another site, and 


| the removal thereto of the arms, munitions, machinery, 
| tools, &c., now at the St. Louis arsenal, for which pur- 


poses the sum of $250,000 is estimated to be required. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFF. DAVIS 
Hon. Tuomas H. Benron, Chairman Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, House of Representatives. 
ORDNANCE Orrice, January 27, 1854. 
Sir: | have to acknowledge the reference to this office 


instructing the Committee on Military Affairs to inquire 
into the expediency of ceding to the city of St. Louis, for 
the purpose of a public park, for ever, the ground on which 
the United States arsenal now stauds, and to submit the 
tollowing remarks on the measure, the expediency of which 
is the subjeet of inquiry. ; 

The arsenal is near, and just outside, the limits of the 
city of St. Louis. It was located and its construction 
commenced in accordance with the act approved May 
20, 1826, entitled ‘An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the War Departinent to purchase a site for an arsenal at 
St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, and to provide for the 
erection of an arsenal at the same.” The site selected, 
and on which the arsenal now stands, contains thirty seven 
forty sixth bundredth acres, and is estimated to be now 
worth at least $200,000, exclusive of the inclosing walls, 
imterior fences, drains, culverts, aud roads, which are 
valued at $30,000. The buildings, which are constructed 
in the most permanent manner, are valued at $163,010. 
The arms and munitions of war of all kinds, together with 
the machinery and tools in store and in use, are valued at 
$1,275,773. 

The proposed cession to the city of St. Louis for the pur- 
pose stated in the resolution, will require the abandon- 
mentof the land, with its permanent and fixed improve 
ments, and of the buildings, the value of which amounts to 
$393,010, and the removal of the rest of the public prop- 
erty. The St. Louis arsenal is the only arsenal west of the 
Mississippi, and, except that at Pittsburg, the only arsenal 
in the West where construction and repairs of artillery 
carriages, arms, accoutrements, and munitions can be 
carried on to a great extent. Ft has now good facilities for 
dving such work, and nearly all the supplies for the West 
aud Northwest are prepared there. Jt cannot be abandoned, 
without very great injury to the public interest and service, 
until another and similar arsenal is constructed in that part 
of the country to supply its place, and the arms, munitions, 
and all moveable apparatus at the present arsenal are trans 
ferred thither. The cession to the city of St. Louis until 
after this shall have been done,is, in my opinion, altogether 
inexpedient. On the other hand, there seems no doubt 
that since the original location of the arsenal, the extension 
of the city has brought the two into an inconvenient and 
disadvantageous proximity for both, and that the removal 
of the arsenal to a site further from the city is desirable. 
The erection of proper buildings on the new site, and the 
removal of the ordnance stores and supplies thither, would 
cost, it is estimated, $250,000. If means to this extent 
will be furnished by the city of St. Louis, in consideration 
of the cession, or by appropriation of Congress for the pur- 
pose, the erection of the buildings and the removal of the 
stores may follow as soon as practicable ; and when that is 
done, I know of no objection to the cession of the present 
arsenal to the city. 

The resolution of the House of Representatives is re- 
turned herewith. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. K. CRAIG, Colonel of Ordnance. 
Hon. Jerr. Davis, Secretary of War. 


The amendment was rejected. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of the 
Whole were concurred in. 

Mr. WELLER. I now offer the following 
amendment, which was rejecied in Committee of 
the Whole: 


For the payment of claims adjudicated by the board of 


-allowances has been transmitted to th 
tee on Military Affairs, who have careful! 


the amendment; and they were ordered. 


| have 
| sent 


| ator renew it. 
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In regard to this amendment, | 
sny that the amount named in it is t 


sented, of which $400,000 were sbied-an 2 
_ pended, and $129,000 allowed. A record of thei, 


e Commit. 


ined the subject, and are entirely satisfied ana, 


allowances are just and pro 
Mr. BRIGHT called for the yeas and Nays on 
Mr.GWIN. This board of officers was oy. 
ganized under an act passed two years ago. The 


_ have been, for two years, engaged in the examin, 
ation of these claims, and have made an elaborate 
| report upon them. It is well known to those who 


have investigated the subject, that the board haye 
with scrupulous care, examined every claim they 

sed on; and out of the vast amount pre. 
» $865,000, as my colleague stated, they 
have only passed this amount. Sir, it is useless 
to pass laws establishing boards of commissi ners, 


if their awards are never to be carried into effect, 


I had hoped there would not be a member of this 
body who would oppose this appropriation, «| 
trust it will be agreed to. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
upon the amendment, resulted—yeas 23, nays |3: 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Brodhead 
Brown, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of lowa, Gwin, Houston’ 
James, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Morton, 
Rusk, Seward, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, 
Toucey, Walker, and Weller—23. oF 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bright, Chase, Clay, Evans, 
Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, Pearce, Pratt, Rockwell, 


| Stuart, and Sumner—13. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I now renew the amendment 
which was offered and rejected in Cemmittee of 
the Whole, appropriating $90,000 for the purchase 
of rifles. 

Mr. WALKER. In what shape does the Sen- 
As it was modified? 

Mr. TOUCEY. In thesameshape in which it 
was modified. 

Mr. MALLORY. Is the amendment for the 
purchase of three thousand riffes at $90,000—thir- 
ty dollars a rithe ? 

Mr. TOUCEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MALLORY. I suggest whether it would 
not be as well to leave the amount, $90,000, 
without specifying the number of rifles? | am 
using one of these very rifles myself, and | know 
their value. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I will adopt the suggestion of 
the Senator from Florida, and offer the amend- 
ment in this shape: 


For the purchase of the best breech-loading rifles, in 
the opinion of the Secretary of War, for the use of the 
United States Army, $90,000: Provided, The Secretary of 
War, after a fair practical test thereof, shall deem the pur- 


| ehase advisable and proper. 


Mr. STUART ealled for the yeas and nays on 


| the amendment, and they were ordered; and being 


taken, resulted—yeas 25, nays 8; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Benjamin, Brown, 

Clay, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, 

Houston, James, Johnson, Mallory, Morton, Rusk, Sebas- 


| tian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, 


Toombs, Toucey, Walker, and Weller—25. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bright, Chase, Dawson, Evans, 
Pearce, Pratt, and Rock well—s8. 


So the amendment was adopted. 
Mr. DAWSON. The Senate has agreed to the 


amendment sppropraung $129,000 as part of the 
award made by the commissioners appointed 


under the act of August 31, 1852. I beg now to. 


present the following amendment as an additional 
section: 


Sec. —. And be it her enacted, That the board ot 
officers appointed under the sixth section of the * act 
making appropriations for the of the Army for the 
year ending June 30, 1853,” approved August 31, 1852, is 
hereby authorized and directed, in addition to the powers 
and duties already conferred upon it, to extend its exam- 
inations to claims arising from the destruction of property 
by the troops serving under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel John C. Frémont, in Califommia, in the years 1846 
and 1847, by his orders, as well as for the destruction of 
property by the enemy cansed*by the occu of the 


claimants premises by the said troops: That said board 
ix empowered to examine witnesses under oath, and take 
| testimony, if neeessary, in California or elsewhere: That 
for the payment of claims heretofore’ favorably reported 
that numbered one hundred 
of Santiago E. Arguello. 


upon by the board, incl 
and ninety-seven, being the 
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mounting to $11,548, and for compensation of the 

2nd een ot the said board for and during their period of ser 
, ek ata rate not exceeding $3,000 per annum for 
* edueting therefrom their Army pay, the sum of 
cot aay be, and the same is hereby, appropriated. out of 
s'Sjoney in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
ay hat whe Seeretary of the ‘Treasury is hereby author 
sn? ey directed to pay to the treasurer of said board, out 
a oe EROWEY in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
we, of 9,000 for contingent expenses of said board, 
= ving thereit office rent, clerk hire, stationery, fuel, 
the ‘ayment of witnese fees, duly summoned by the board 
a . te not exceeding those paid by the United States dis 
wa ourts in California, or elsewhere, as the case may 
“ihe traveling expenses of said board, not exceeding 
setees cents per mile to each member, and other inci 


ytal expenses, 


Mr. President, in 1852 we passed a law requir- 
ing the President of the United States to appoint 
, board of commissioners to investigate these 
-igims. The President appointed Colonel Smith, 
Colonel Thomas, and Major Lee, and they were 
required to sit in this city. They havedone that, 
and have reported to Congress that they have 

slowed $129,885 of these claims; and rejected 

or suspended $411,998” There are then about 
¢300,000 more of claims which they have not pre- 
tended to make any report upon, from the fact 
that the testimony was not satisfactory. The 
whole amount of claims presented to them was 

265,803, as claims against the Government aris- 

ing out of the defense of California by Colonel 

Fremont and his men during the Mexican war. 

Now the question is, what are we to do with 

these commissioners? They cannot discharge 
their full duties here, unless the Government risks 
» great deal by sending to California for witnesses 
to come here, and thereby increasing the expense 
For the purpose of continuing the board, this 
amendment has been presented, authorizing them 
to go tothe State of California and hear the testi- 
mony in relation to theclaims. If we do notnow 
do something of this sort, the board will be dis- 
solved, and at the next session of Congress we 
shall have to proceed in some course or other. 
These gentlemen, as far as they have gone, have 
discharged their duty most ably, and have re- 
jected a large amount of claims. I trust that while 
we have these claims now under investigation, we 
shall adopt this amendment, and let them go to 
the State of California, and report to the next 
Congress what should be done in relation to them. 
The passage of the $129,000 appropriation makes 
it necessary for us to go on in this matter, and I 
donot know that we can adopt any better plan 
than to intrust the rights of the Government in the 
hands of these gentlemen. Ifthe amendment be 
adopted, they will go to California, hear the testi- 
mony, come back at the next Congress, and re- 
ps tous what they have done,and then we may 
ring the whole thing to a close. If the board be 
now allowed to be dissolved, the claims will be 
brought before us at the next session of Congress, 
and we shall have to adopt a similar mode; for the 
Committee on Military Affairs cannot investigate 
them, unless they send to California to bring wit- 
nesses here, which would increase the chances 
against the Government several hundred thousand 
dollars, in our opinion. I hope the amendment 
will be adopted. 

Mr. STUART. T wish to ask the Senator 
whether this amendment is reported from the 
Committee on Military Affairs? 

Mr. DAWSON. Yes, unanimously reported 
from them. The committee could see nothing 
better to be done than this, and they thought this 
board of officers, composed of intelligent and hon- 
est men, could investigate the subject much better 
than acommittee, and that money would be saved 
to the Government by this course. 

Mr. STUART. I only wish to say, ina very 
few words, why I cannot consent to vote for this 
amendment. e Senator states that this board 
has completed its duty, and made this report. 
He gives you a statement of what the board has 
allowed, and what it has rejected, and what the: e 
was insufficient evidence in relation to. The of- 
fice for which the board was instituted has been 
accomplished. Now, what is proposed? Why, 
Sir, it is that the Government of the United States 
shall take upon itself all the extra expenses neces- 
sary to enable individual claimants in California 
to make their proof. is it done anywhere else? 

All over this Union, individuals having claims 
against the Government of the United States are 
obliged to come here, year after year, urging 
them—many have been here for fifty years—at 
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| their own expense, endeavoring to get their claims 


acted upon by Congress. Now, it is proposed 
here to renew this commission, to pay the im- 
mense expenses that must attend a commission in 
California—for nobody can live there without very 


| great expense—to pay for witnesses, and to send 


| this commission to the ver 


aT 
= 


| to about $800,000—in the neighborhood of his | 


doors of the individ- 
ual claimants. I submit that it is not done else- 
wherein this Union. 
Mr. DAWSON. I will telt the Senator why it 
is proposed to be done. ‘There were presented to 
the board claims to the amount of $865,000, of | 
which there were suspended or rejected $411,998, 
withdrawn $147,800, rejected $152,933, and al- | 
lowed $129,000. The suspended claims are now | 
before us, und they were suspended because the 
testimony was not satisfactory to the commission- || 
ers; but they had no authority to send to Califor- 
nia to get testimony It will be a great saving 
of expense to send the commissioners there and 
obtain testimony, rather than to keep the com- 
mission here, and to send for witnesses there. | 
The board have only allowed $129,000 of claims, | 
and suspended the remainder, with the exception 
$153,000, which they absolutely rejected. Claims 
to the amount of over $411,000 are still undecided 
and at the next session of Congress they will come || 
before us. How arewe to getridofthem? The 
Senators from California will tell you that if the | 
commissioners go thereand have witnesses brought 
before them, there can be no doubt the fact will be 
established that many of these claims are spurious, | 
and the witnesses who testify to them can be dis- 
proved there, but not here. 
statement of facts to the Senate. 
Mr. WELLER. The testimony which it is 
proposed to obtain in California is more important | 
to the Government than it is to individuals. It | 
is to protect the Treasury against frauds; for, as 
I said before, there is no place short of California | 
where these frauds can be established. If I looked 
alone to the interests of claimants in California, | 
should desire this commission never to go there; 
for | know that officers who were under the com- 
mand of Colonel Frémont have told me of indi- | 
vidual cases where they knew claims were pre- 
sented to three times the amount to which the | 
parties were entitled; and there have been claims | 
resented before this board for the same property, 
in the name of the different persons. These facts | 
can only be established in California. The papers, | 
prima facie, on their face, are all right; and if a | 
man were to judge from the papers alone, he | 
would be disposed to allow the amount. There- 
fore, if this commission be allowed to go to Cali- | 
fornia, in my judgment they will be enabled to 
detect many fraudulent claims which would other- | 
wise be passed. 
Now, if you allow parties in California to take | 


Michigan says other claimants come, [ am afraid | 
they will be allowed claims for a much larger | 
amount than they are justly entitled to; for 1 be- 
lieve, in some cases, tere have been perjuries 
committed. I wish to protect the Treasury. 
The board, as it was originally organized for 
the purpose of passing on these claims, have not 
diechiarved their fullduty. They have suspended | 
upwards of $400,000 of claims, because they were 
not satisfied upon the proof. Now they desire to 
obtain additional testimony, not for the purpose 
of showing that the claims are right, but they have 
suspicions that there is some fraud about them, | 
and they desire to obtain proof of that fact. By | 
looking at the report of that board, you will find | 
that, in fixing the value of property in California, | 
they have put it down to the lowest point at which | 
it couldebe put. For instance, they allow thirty | 
or'thirty-five dollars for horses. That is a very | 
low price; but claims were presented to the board 
for horses at $100 ahead, and | suppose they are 
now worth $200 or $300 ahead; but they assessed 
the value at the time the property was received by 
Colonel Frémont. 
I believe the argument which the Senator from | 
Michigan has presented to-night is the same one | 
that was presented here at the time of the original 
organization of the board. Colonel Frémont 
estimated these claims to amount to between 
$700,000 and $800,000. It seems that he was very 
accurate in that, for the claims presented amount 


estimate. ‘I'he only question is, whether the board | 
shall be continued in existence. | stake my rep- | 
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[ merely submit this |) 5, the bill making appropriations for the civil and 


their proofs, and come here, as the Senator from || 
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| utation now upon it, that it is the cheapest way of 


setting these claims. 

Mr. ADAMS. I have voted fora sufficient num- 
ber of amendments to this bill with the name of 
Colonel Frémont upon them. If this question 
shall come up at the next seasion, | do not know 
how I may vote; but I will net vote so put Colonel 
Frémont’s name on this bill any more. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time; and the bill 
was read a third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


A message was received from the President of 
of the United States, by Mr. Waessren, hie Sec- 
retary, transmitting a report from the Secretary 
of State, with the accOmpanying documents, in 


| answer to a resvlution of the Senate of the Sth 
ultimo, relative to the seizure of the bark Gritlin 
| by the Brazilian authorities; which was read, and 


ordered to be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 
Ist March, 1854, calling for information in rela- 
tion to the application of surface or fresh water 
condensers to steam vessels belonging to the Uni- 
ted States; which was ordered to lie on the table, 


and be printed. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 


diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
ending the 30th June, 1855, reported that they 
had met, and, after full and. free conference, had 
agreed to recommend to their respective Houses 


|| as follows: 


That the Senate do coneur in the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to Yhe forty-fourth, fifty--eventh, 
seventy. fifth, eighty-third, one hundred and fitth, one han- 
dred and twenty-seventh, one hundred and sixty-eighth, 
aud one hundred and seventy-fifth amendments of the 
Senate. 


That the Senate do concur in the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the one hundred and twenty- 
second amendment of the Senate with amendments, as fol- 
lows: Strike out the words “ created a consul with,” in 
lines one and two of Senate amendment, and in lieu thereof 
insert the word * allowed ;”’ and after the word “ annum,’’ 
in line three of said Senate amendment, insert the words 
* and the.’”’ 

That the Senate do concur in the amendment of the 
House of Representatives to the one hundred and forty- 
third amendment of the Senate, with an amendment, as 
follows: Add at the end of the amendment of the House of 
| Representatives to the said Senate amendment, the words 
** For repair and renewal of the gas pipes through the Cap- 
itol, $3,500. 

That the Senate do concur in the amendment of the 
| House of Representatives to the one hundred and sixty- 
| second amendment of the Senate, with amendments, as 

follows: After the words **in the,” in line twenty-four of 
| the amendment of the House of Representatives to said 
| Senateamendment, insert the words “F iret Auditor’s office, 

in addition to the present number, two clerks of class one ; 
| in the;” and after the word “ four,’’ in line thirty of said 
amendment, insert: ‘‘ And that the Secretary of State be 
allowed, in addition to his present number of clerks, two 
| atan annual salary of $1,200 each ; one at an annual sal- 
| ary of @1,400 ; and one at an annual salary of #1 600.” 

That the Senate do recede from its eleventh, thirteenth, 
fourteenth, fifteenth, seventeenth, eightecuth, twenty first, 
twenty-second, twenty-fourth, twenty. filth, twenty-sixth, 
twenty-ninth, thirtieth, thirty first, thirty-second, thirty- 
seventh, thirty-ninth, forty-fifth, forty-sixth, forty-seventh, 
forty-eighth, forty-ninth, fiftieth, fifty-firet, filty-second, 
fifty-third, fifty-fitth, fifty-ninth, sixtieth, sixty-first, sixty- 
second, sixty-third, eixty-fourth, sixty-sixth, sixty-eighth, 
sixty-ninth, seventieth, seventy-first, eightieth, eighty-first, 
eigity-fourth, eighty-fifth, eighty-sixth, eighty-seventh, 
eighty -ninth, ninetieth, ninety-ninth, une hundred and third, 
one hundred and sixth, one handred and tenth, one hundred 
and seventeenth, one hundred and eighteenth, one hundred 
and nineteenth, one hundred and twenty- first, one hundred 
and twenty-third, one hundred and twenty eighth, one hun - 
dred and fortieth, one hundred and forty-eighth, one hundred 
| 





and fifty-third, one hundred and fitty-fourth, one hundred 

and sixty-third, one hundred and sixty-sixth, one hundred 

and sixty-ninth, one hundred and seventieth, one hundred 

and seventy. first, une hundred and seventy -second, one hun - 

dred aud seventy-third, one hundred and seventy-fourth, one 

hundred and seventy -sixth, one hundred and seventy-eighth, 
one hundred and seventy-ninth, one hundred and eighticth, 
one hundred and eighty-first, one hundred and eighty- 
second, one hundred and eighty-fourth, one hundred aud 
eighty-fitth, one hundred and eighty sixth, and one bundred 
and eighty -seventh amendments. 

That the Senate do recede from its twenty-third amend- 
ment, and concur in the original item, with an amendment, 
as follows: Strike out the wordg, “ thirty six thousand 
| nine,’ in line twenty-four, page seven, of the bill, and in 
lieu thereof, insert “+ forty-one thousand seven.’’ 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the forty-second, one hundred and second, 
one hundred and fifteenth, ove huudred and fifty-fifth, one 
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hundred and sixty-first, and one hundred and sixty-fifth || 
4 


amendments of the Senate, and agree thereto. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement w the ninety-seventh amendment of the Sen- 
ate, and agree thereto, with an amendment, as follows: 
Stnke cut all of the Senate amendment, and in lieu thereof, 
insert “for exanguishment of private elainis for the posses- 
sion of the whole or any part of the custom house lot at 
Ban Francisco, California, @10,000.” 

‘That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to he one hundred aud forty four and a half 
amendment of the Senate, and agree thereto, with an 
amendment, as follows: Sutke out all affer the word ** pro- 
vided,”’ in line eight, to and including the word * direc 
tion,’ in line eighteen, on page fiity-eight of the original 
bili, and in lew thereof insert, *‘ that any officer of the 
Army or Navy who has been, or may be appointed here 
atfier,to disburse the money which is now, or may hereafier 
be appr -priated for the erection, alteration of any of the 
edifices, structures, or works for which appropriations are 
made in thie act, sball be subject to all the pains, penalties, 
and liabilities contained jn the provisions of the act entitied, 
“ An act to provide for the better organization of the Treas- 
ury, and for the collection, safe-keeping, and disbursement 
of the public revenue,” approved 6:h of August, 1846. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the one buudred and forty-sixth amendment 
of the Senate, and agree thereto with an ameudment as 
follows: io line two of said amendment, strike out the 
words “ seventy-five”? and in lieu thereof insert * fifteen. ”’ 

Thatthe House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the one hundred and sixty-fourth amend 
ment of the Senate, and agree thereto with an amendment, 
as follows: Strike out all after the word “ enacted,” in line 
one of said amendment, to the end thereof, and in lieu 
thereof insert, “ That the Librarian of Congress shall re- 
ceive $1,600, the Assistant Librarians, $1,5.0 each, and 
ihe messenger $1,200 per annum, and the money is hereby 
appropriated to pay the same.” 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its dis- 
agreement to the one hundred and seventy-seventh ainend- 
nent of the Benate, and agree thereto with an amendment, 
as follows: Add at the end thereof the words: ‘* Provided, 
That the said sum shall be in full of all compensation to be 
received by said chaplains.” 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
amendment to the one hundred and eighty-eighth amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the thirty third amendment of the Senate ; 
and the Senate concur in the amendment of the House of 
Representatives to the thiffty-fourth amendment of the 
Senate.”’ 


The forty-fourth amendment of the Senate was 
to increase the appropriation for compensation of | 
the Superintendent of Public Printing, and the 
clei ks and messenger in his office from $6,595 to 
$9,595, and to add to the clause this proviso: 

Provided, That the joint resolution approved the 20th 
July, 1854, shall be so construed as to embrace the Super- 
intendent of Public Printing, and the clerks and messenger | 
in his office. 

The House had agreed to this amendment with 
an amendment to strike out the proviso, in which | 
amendment of the House the committee recom- | 
mended concurrence. 

The fifty-seventh amendment of the Senate was | 
to increase the appropriation for rent of, and warm- 


ing rooms in, the building on northwest corner of 


F and Seventeenth street, from $21,875 to $32,375, | 


and to add: 


| Charloute’s [sland the crew and passengers of the American 


| ment was to insert: 


| of the publie printers, and the certificates of the Superin- 
| tendent of Public Printing thereon, so far as the same relate 





This the House amended by adding: 
Provided, Said sum shall complete said buildings. And 
also the sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as may be neces- 


sary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to enable the i of conference, it reads: 


Secretary of the Interior to make a contraet with the proper 
authorities for furnishing a suitable building for the perma- 
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i| furnaces, rebuilding and ventilating 


| 


nent use and accommodation of the United States district || 


court in holding its session at Marietta, Georgia, which 
coutract the said Secretary is hereby authorized to make: 





3 August 2. 


House of Representatives, $4,500. alr chambers 0; the 


As proposed to be amended by the commin: 


For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, new - 
naces under the Senate Chamber and Supreme Coan, far 


|| $5,000. 


For furnishing and putting up new furnaces and roe» 


Provided, It can be made for the sum aforesaid or leas: || 18 old farnaces, rebuilding and ventilating air cee ; 


And provided, Said contract shall be made with sufficient 
guarantees to secureto the said court a syit@ble building for || 
holding said court so long as its sessions may be held at 
that place, without further charge on the United States, 


In this amendment concurrence is proposed. 


| 


The one hundred and twenty-seventh amend- || 
/ ment of the Senate was to insert: 


To enable the Secretary of State to defray the expense | 
of releasing from captivity among the Indians of Queen 


sloop Georgiana, $2,500, or as much thereof as may be ne- 
cessary. 

The amendment of the House to this amend- 
ment was to strike out $2,500, and insert $15,000; 
in which the committee recommend concurrence. 

The one hundred and sixty-eighth Senateamend- 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the accounts 


| tothe printing for the Executive Departments, shall be sub. | 


ject to the examination and control of the accounting offi- 
cers and Secretary of the Treasury, in like manner as other 
public accounts ; and those which relate to the printing for 


| the Senate and House of Representatives shall he subject to 
| the examination and control of the respective Houses in | 
| like manner as other expenditures for said Houses. | 


And the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to lease | 
said building, or some other, for a term not exceeding five | 
years, at the rent herein authorized, if in his judgment the | 


same shall be for the public interest. 
The House amended this amendment by retain- 


| 


ing the original appropriation and inserting, in | 


lieu of the addition, proposed by the Senate: 
Provided, That the Secretary of War be authorized to 
purchase the said building ata sum not exceeding $200,000, 
In this amendment of the House the committee 
recommend concurrence, 
The seventy-fifth amendment of the Senate was 
to add to the appropriations for the Mint at New® 
Orleans the following: 


For rebuilding portions of the walls and complete repairs 
of the building of the branch Mint at New Orleans, $55,000. 


The House amended the amendment by redu- | 
cing the amount from $55,000 to $37,000, in which | 


the committee recommended concurrence. 


The eighty-third Senate amendment was to in- 
gert: 

For the compensation and expenses of commission to 
frame a code of laws for the Territory of Washington, 
$2,500, 

This the House amended by adding: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to set- 
tle and pay the commission to frame a code of laws for the 
Territory of Washington at the same rate per diem as has 
been allowed a similar board in Oregon. 

Fo this amendment of the House, the commit- 
tee propose to concur. 


The one hundred and fifth Senate amendment 
was to insert: 
For tng ter the use of the courts of the United States 


at Pontotoc, Mississippi, 94,000. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| $1,800 each, two clerks at $1,500 each, oue clerk at $1,200, 
| One messenger at $900, and two watchmen at $550 each, 


| from his office of the assistant treasurer, he may authorize 


| of the said chief clerk in such cases shall be as valid as if 





The House amended it so as to make it read: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, Thatthe accounts of 
the public printers, and the certificates of the Superintend 
ent of Public Printing thereon, shall be subject to the exam- | 
ination and control of the accounting officers and Secretary | 
of the Treasury, in like manner as other public accounts. 


In this amendment of the House concurrence is 
recommended. 


The one hundred and seventy-fifth amendment 
of the Senaie was to add: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after | 
the 30th of June, 1854, in lieu of the clerks heretofore 
authorized by law for the office of the assistant treasurer at 
New York, he be authorized to appoint, with the approba- 
tion of the President of the United States, ove chief clerk, 
ata salary of $2,100, one clerk at $2,000, two clerks at 


per annum. In case of the sickness or unavoidable absence | 


the said chief clerk to act in his place, and to discharge all 
the duties required by law of the assistant treasurer; [and 
in case of the death, resignation, or inability to act of the 
assistant treasurer, the said chief clerk shall act as such 
assistant treasurer until the inability be removed, or untila | 
successor be appointed and duly qualified ; and all the acts 


performed by the assistant treasurer in person.) 


The amendment of the House to this amend- 
ment was to strike out the words between [brack- 
ets,] commencing with ‘‘ and in case of the death” 
to the end of thesection; in which concurrence is 
proposed. 

The one hundred and twenty-second Senate 
amendment was to strike out ‘for salary of con- 
sul at Beirout, $500,’’ and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: 


That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby created a 
consul general, with a salary of $2,000 per annum, from the 


ist of July, 1853; said consulate shall comprehend both | 


Syria and Palestine, and $4,000 is hereby appropriated for 
the salary of said consul. 


The House amended it so as to make it read: 


That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby created a 
consul with a salary of $2.000 per annum ; said consulate 
shall comprehend both Syria and Palestine, and $2,000 is 
hereby appropriated for the salary of said consul. 


| for the House of Representatives, $4,500, 


For repair and renewal of the gas pipes through the ,.,, 


| itol, $3,500. 


The one hundred and sixty-second aMend me... 
of the Senate was: hea 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the third eon: 

of the act making appropriations for the civil and dip), 
expenses of the Government, for the year ending the _ 
June, 1854, providing for the classification of the... 


| the Treasury, War, Navy, Interior, and Post Opi... bs, 


partments, as amended by the act of April 22, 154, « 


| be, and the same is hereby, further amended as toljox., 


wit: In the office of the First Comptroller there <j.) 

two additional clerks, of class three; and in the of}... . 
the First Auditor there shall be one clerk taken fro». 

three and placed in class four, and four additionaj ..,~ 
allowed, of class three; ang in the office of the g...._ 
Anditor there shall be one additional clerk, of clas... 
and in the Third Auditor’s office five clerks shal| be tak 

from class three and placed in class four, and twenty-s,., 
temporary clerks shall be placed in class one, and oy», 
porary clerk in class four, and four temporary ejp;;, 


|| elass two; and in the office of the Fourth Auditor 4)... 


shall be one additional clerk, of class three ; anq j, , 


| Sixth Auditor’s office one clerk shall be taken frow «,,, 
| three and placed in class four, and there shall be addy ; 
| the clerks in this office ten of class one; and in the p, 





| ister’s office two clerks shall be taken from class thro» ,,; 


placed in class four, and two additional clerks agduy ,; 
class one ; and in the Treasurer’s office one clerk sq) \, 
taken from class two and one clerk from class three ,; 
placed in class four, and two additional clerks allows ;, 
class one ; and in the General Land Office the priyy 


|| draughtsman shall be classed and paid as a clerk 0) 


third class, and the assistant draughtsman as a clerk « )), 
second class; and in the office of the Secretary of Wy, 
there shall be added one clerk of class four; in the of 
of the Adjutant General there shall be one additional ¢),.; 
of class one ; and in the office of the Topographical £)»; 

neer one scientific draughtsman as a clerk of class {iy;: 
and for the superintendency of the building on the cory, 
of F and Seventeenth streéts, the Secretary of War is y. 
thorized to appoint some one clerk of his Deparin:.; 
other than the disbursing clerk for that purpose, who s))\' 
be allowed, in addition to his salary as clerk, $200 per x» 

num; and in the office of the Postmaster General the 
shall be seven additional clerks, viz : four of class two, 1» 
of class three, and one of class four; and in the office »/ 
the Attorney General, in lieu of the clerks now authori: 
by law, there shall be one chief clerk, at a salary of 3)» 

one clerk of class one, two of class two, one of class tire, 
and one of class four. And the President of the Uni 
States is hereby authorized, whenever it may, in bis ju; 
ment, be necessary, to cause counsel to be employed: 

assist in the prosecution or defense of causes which may \v 
pending in the Supreme Court in which the United si 
are interested, and to allow to such counsel such compes. 
sation as he may deem reasonable. And in the Deparimes: 
of State, instead of the clerks now authorized by law, tle 
shall be four clerks of class one, three of class two, se 

of class three, and four of class four, one clerk of class (ww 
to be designated to superintend the northeast Execuny 
Building, and to disburse all moneys belonging to the » 
vice of said Department, not otherwise provided for, w! 

shall give bonds as required by the independent treasu” 


| act, and receive an additional compensation therefiy « 


$200 per annum. There shall be one chief of the diplom'y, 
and one chief of the consular branch of the public servic; 
and one examiner of demands for indemnity preferre: \y 
citizens of the United States inst Governments aid °! 
the latter against the former, who shall also perform sw) 
other duties as the Secretary of State may designate, e1 
of whom shall receive an annual salary of 2,000 ; and '\ 
chief clerk of said Department shall be allowed comp 
sation of $2,200 per annum. No clerk not now empl 
in the State Department shall hereafter be appointed Ww’ 


| he has been examined by a board to consist of three exw- 


iners, to be selected by the Secretary of State, and fo 
qualified in certain particulars, to be prescribed by the 








As the committee of conference propose to 
amend it, it will read: : 
That the consul at Beirout, Syria, is hereby allowed a 


salary of $2,000 per annum, and the said consulate shall 
comprehend both Syria and Palestine, and $2,000 is hereby 


| appropriated for the salary of said consul. 


The one hundred and forty-third Senate amend- 
ment was to insert: 


Capitol, and fixtures necessary for the lighting of such com- 
mittee rooms therein as need it, and lighting East Capitol 
street from the Capitol to Third street, $7,000. 

For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, new fur- 
naces under the Senate Chamber and Supreine Court room, 
&c., $5,000, 


The House so amended it as to make it read: 


For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, new fur- 
naces under the Senate Chamber and Supreme Court room, 


For repair and renewal of the gas pipes through the 


$5,000. 
For furnishing and putting up new furnaces, repairing old 


The House amended it so as to make it rea‘: 


Secretary in fixing beforehand a general standard 0! 91"! 
fications for the clerks to be employed in his Department. 


And be it further enacted, That there be appropriated, 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropria''’, 
a sum sufficient to pay to the clerks and employees «! '\ 
Government, for the year ending 9th June, 1855, 50"! 
additional compensation as they may be entitled to rece''’ 
under the act of 22d April, 1854, entitled “* An act toamen! 
the third section of the act making appropriations for ''" 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for ''" 
year ending 30th June, 1854, and for other purposes,’’ « 
whose additional compensation is not otherwise provi’ 
for: Provided, ‘That all laborers ins the employment 0! |'° 
Executive departments of the Government in the cily ° 
Washington shall receive an annual salary of $480 e3°!: 
Provided fuither, That the Postmaster General be allow’, 
in addition to his present number, three clerks of class!) 
and two of class three; that the Attorney General be allow’ 
in addition to his present number, one clerk of class 0": 
two of class two, and one of class three ; that the Ser" 
tary of the Treasury be allowed in the Sixth Auditor's off’, 
in addition to the number, seven clerks of clas= 
one shall be taken from class three and put in class 00" 
and in the Treasurer’s office one clerk shail 
class two and one from class three and 


and that the money necessary to pay 
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